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ſhould frequently waſte" ſo 9185 hy in 
aſſuring an unintereſted pi blie, tak the 
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2 THE SCHOOL 
memoirs. really are authentic, and:allude-to: 


particular perſonages; as if thoſe who read 


merely to be amuſed, or to diſpoſe of an ö 
idle hour, which might, but for ſuch a re- i 
ſqurce, be worſe employed, would give 
one pinch of ſnuff to be convinced that 
the entertaining hiſtory of Clarinda Cath- 
cart, &c. &c. &c. contained nothing but 
abſolute matter of fact. 1 E 


"Theſe frequent, and ſometimes ſolemn _ 


aſſertions (which no. one thinks it worth 


while to controvert) of the authenticity of 


memoirs in general, have certainly created 
= a kind of ſcepticiſm in theſe matters, which 
SF will operate on the mind when real bio- 
ties, under fictitious names, are the ſubje& 
of the pen. To the multitude of readers 

it: can be of little conſequence, whether the 

unfortunate perſons, whoſe true titles are 

. con- 
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concealed beneath the aſſumed ones of 
Alfred and Elwina,- were ever called into 
exiſtence; - or whether they are the mere 
creatures of the brain: : to them it will be 
needleſs: to declare, that the mournful 
paſſages theſe” pages contain bear any re- 
lation to real circumſtances; the ſeverity of 
which overwhelmed the moſt virtuous and 
amiable of human beings, who were” too 
good for the world 8 lived in. 


eee then, are not to then: | 
leſs need have I to make ſich” to thoſe; 
Wh well know what is. true or falfe im the 
volumes now laid before tke public ; thoſe” 
to whom the characters of Alfred and 
Elwina wete known and endeared, 1 may 
reſt ſatisfied; -as* to their conduct through” 
life, andi the. motives that actuatedithe laſt 
meaſures of the ever- regrettetl Elwinaß 
8 B 2 | "mi. 
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Many will take up theſe little volumes, 5 
and find their intereſt in them doubly 
awakened, by diſcovering their acquaint- 
ance with ſome of the characters. The 
ſigh, the tear, which the tale, ſimply taken 
in itſelf, would excite in breafts prone to 
melt at the relation of well-feigned: woe, 
will be increaſed to anguiſh, when recol- 
lection points out the real ſufferers; . the 
lovely eyes of the blooming maid: will be 
ſuffuſed in tears, when ſhe contemplates 
the portrait of an admired acquaintance ; 
nor will the hardy veteran refuſe the manly ' 


tribute of a tear over the untimely grave of 
a brother ſoldier! | 


* 


— „ w# 


. 1 4; 8 them. — Dear were 
they to my heart—ever will they live trea- 
ſured in in its now lonely manſion To their 


manes I make the ſacrifice of tears, while I, 
retrace 
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FORK FATHERS Y% 
retrace their virtues, and celebrate their 
worth! Vet had I been content to have 
made my own boſom the tomb of their 
Hiſtory, had not the baſe ſuggeſtions" of 
thoſe who were better informed, and, there- 
fore, ſinned not in ignorance, dared to 
aſperſe the condu& of the moſt 1 
ee wemen! WP NPE 
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IOORROUS N63 01040; 1 | 
| Thoſe who ſhould have gloried in con- 
tributing to her happineſs, conſpired the 

deſtruction of her peace; and, now, when 
their cruelty: has accompliſhed her fate in 
this world, they with unremitting malevo- 
lence rake up her aſhes, and give motives 


to her actions e _— and 1 injurious | 
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Aer friend, her Faithful Maria, 3s parti- 
e rags upon, to 'vindicate Elwina! 
n; ns 
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Theſe ſheets will do it—her own pen ſhall 
be her juſtification.— Ves, loved Elwina, 
the artleſs lines, written immediately from 
the beſt of hearts, ſhall, in the de of 
the candid, acquit you of all ill—they 
ſhall do more: they ſhall erect a throne for 
thy ,cxcellence; and happy ſhall thoſe be 
Thoſe who 
recall thy picture will join in thy eulogium, 


who can emulate thy virtues! 


now entombed Elwina will hang their 
guilty heads, abaſhed, and feel the vulture 
of remorſe prey on their-vitals;! ' 


uy 


1 meant only to have given the letters 
of theſe, ſo dear to my heart; but I find it 


neceſſary to ſay more than I at firſt in- 
tended.” I wiſh to make an intereſt for 


St 7 


. 
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while thoſe hard-hearted perſeoutors of the 


© 4 them 
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FOR FATHERS, 7 
them in the boſoms of my readers; their 
letters will-do ſo. The eaſe and elegance 
of the diction, with the ſentiments they 
breathe, will certainly procure them an 


admirer in every peruſer. But T want 
every one to love, to regret them, as I do. 
It is impoſſiblel they cannot know them, 
they cannot love them, like me. Ah, ye 
vile calumniators! ye could not know 
them; your ungenial boſoms glowed not 
with their hallowed fire! Read, then, 
theſe letters—Learn to reverence; ; and, 
ſince your tongues are unequal to their 
praiſe, in future be ſilent! 


Bleſſed ſpirits, look down on the forlorn 
Maria, who ceaſes not to bend her ſtream- 
Ing eyes over the untimely tomb, which 
encloſes, from her mortal view, the objects 


neareſt and deareſt to her heart! who 
B 4 „„ 


3s THE SCHOOL. 
= ceaſes not to anticipate the hour, when ſhe 
1 ſhall be reunited in the bonds of ever- 
during friendſhip: to thoſe, whoſe loſs this 
world can never ſupply, and whoſe worth 
and ſufferings it could not reward! 
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Wen UGH it is by no means con- 
ſiſtent with the doctrine of free- 


agency, to believe there is an over-ruling 


principle that impels our actions; yet how 
frequently we fee, and how unequal.are we 
to account for it, that every circumſtance 
of our lives, and of our deſcendants, re- 
ceive their colour and tincture from ſome 
cauſe, which to us ſhort-ſighted mortals 
appears as if we could by no means avoid, 
or have prevented, * more than have 
won xd eie 151id/yarta. wo aak 
Bg. + There 
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There are few perſons who cannot, 


either in themſelves or acquaintance, rea- 
dily trace effefts from cauſes which look 
ſo like inevitable fate, that, in ſome mo- 
ments of their lives, will render them al- 
moſt ſceptics, if not temporary predeſtina= 
rians. This truth will be exemplified in 


the pages of this work, which are devoted 
to the memoirs of W et 


One ſad and unforeſeen event ſerved to 
tincture each ſucceeding hour; every ca- 
lamity, which devolved on the amiable, 
but unfortunate Alfred, might be traced 
up to that cauſe: nor was he the only ſuf- 
|| ferer; the being deareſt to him in the 
| world was likewiſe its victim; and even 


myſelf, who was no otherwiſe connected 
than by the holy bonds of friendſnhip.— 


Alas, how many bitter tears have I ſhed! 


1 :4 how 


FOR FATHERS. 21 
how many hours of keen affliction have I 
known, which but for that event might 
have been changed to happineſs reſulting 


from theirs. 


The father of Alfred was the eldeſt and 
favourite ſon of a man of large poſſeſſions 
in the weſt of England: He paſſed his 
early youth in the common routine of edu- 


cation from Weſtminſter to Oxford, and 
in the twentieth year of his age was ſent to 


finiſh his career on the continent. 


By a too early initiation into all the fol- 
lies of diſſipated youth left to itſelf; or what 
is perhaps more to be deplored, to a tutor 
of ſmall abilities and bad principles, he 
Was near falling a ſacrifice in two or three 
years, to the deſtructive ſhrine of pleaſure. 
Frequent remonſtrances had been made by 
B 6 b his 


11 HE SCHOOL 
his yet fond parent, who, although he ſup- 


extravagant life, never failed his admoni- 


tions at the ſame time. 


Theſe letters always tended to excite in 
him a momentary contrition for his paſt 
conduct, and a conſtant reſolution of mak- 
ing a reform for the future which good 
determination generally laſted till ſome 
new pleaſure - ſome fcheme, which had 
the air of novelty to recommend it, came 


in the way. And then — ſome more occa- 


ſions were given for grave exhortations, 
and unavailing, becauſe not permanent, 


| repentancé. 


There were however ſtill remaining ſome 
excellent traits in his f character; ſome 
fixed principles of neum and tum, which 

| could 
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FOR FATHERS. 13 
could never be overthrown, or even over- 
powered by the example or attempts of 
his diſſolute companions ; but there was a 
careleſſneſs and almoſt indifference of the 
world's opinion of the exterior of his con- 
duct, which rendered him an object of re- 
proof to the ſober part of mankind, and 
almoſt juſtified their idea, that he would 
proceed any length for the gratification of 
his love for pleaſure. However, the grief 
which he plainly ſaw his reprehenſible life 
gave to his indulgent father, would fre- 
quently cauſe a tear to fall on his burning 
cheek—and deep regret would draw the 
burſting figh from his boſom.—Theſe 
ſymptoms of remorſe, however, his father 
ſaw not, and therefore began to think him 
incorrigibly bad; ſince he ſought not his 
own vindication, or even to contradict the 
unfavourable reports which too often 
| reached 
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reached his native land; his attachment in- 


ſenſibly weakened from theſe circumſtances, 


and his heart became prepared to caſt him 


off for ever, for an act, which in the eye 


of a worldly man was imprudent; yet as it 


was dictated by the nobleſt principles of 
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honour and juſtice, ſhould rather have 


claimed praiſe than reprobation. How- 


ever, the old gentleman acted as many 


fathers have done before him, and will 


continue to do, and congratulate them- 
ſelves, at the ſame time, that they have 
the cuſtom of the world on their ſide. 


Unhappily for the young traveller, now 


the ſubject of my pen, he had been thrown 


into a bad ſet on the commencement of his | 


tour. His heart was naturally good—it 


was warm, generous, and grateful—theſe 
9 properly directed, would have 
done 


1 
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FOR FATHERS. ag 
done honour to the poſſeſſor—the rect itude 
of his heart led him to truſt indiſcriminate» 
ly to others; its warmth inclined him to 
improper attachments, its generofity led 
him to ſupport extravagance, and is gra» 


titude induced him to be partial to thoſe 
who called themſelves his friends: Thus 


the very virtues of his heart operated to 
his diſadvantage, becauſe they were not 
ugder the guidance of reaſon and religion, 


* 


He ſuffered himſelf to be warmly attach 


ed to a claſs of women, with whom at is 


dangerous for youth to be connected, 
and yet difficult to avoid they ſoon diſ- 


covered the warmth of his heart, and by 


early advances inflamed its propenſities; 


the eaſy conqueſt however ſoon loſt its 


charm ; but one fair form was ſucceeded 
by another, and theſe dangerous connec- 
| | tions 
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tions contributed to debilitate his conftifin 
tion to a degree which awakened his tut 

to the fear of his death being the conſe- 
quence of his repeated irregularities. The 


charges he had received from his (patron 


when he committed his darling child to 
his care, now flaſhed on his coward ſoul. 
What apologies ſnould he be able to make? 
Would the father be ſatisfied with the poor 


extenuation, that he could neither help or 


prevent the exceſſes of his pupil? Another, 


and perhaps more powerful dread aſſailed 
him — he ſhould loſe the benefice that had 


been promiſed him there was the true 


cauſe of the concern he expreſſed, when 


he opened his eyes to behold the emaciated 


figure and pallid cheek of his once bloom- 
ing charge, He called in a hoft of phyſi- 


cians; and it was agreed on. all hands, 
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heart of our traveller a ſource of entertain- 


FOR FATHERS. ty 
that he ſhould leave the burning ſoil of 
Naples for the milder air of Nice. 


Fear operated as well as prudence would 
have done—the tutor hurried him away 


without giving him an opportunity of tak- 


ing leave of companions it had been happy 


he had never met; and every method was 


taken with the utmoſt celerity to re-eſtab= 
iſh his health. | 462” 


Proper regimen, regular hours, and a 


life from whence all dangerous exertions 
of the paſſions were excluded, in a few 
weeks wrought a viſible change i in the per- 
ſon of the invalid; above all, he met with 
a ſenſible young man, with whom he con- 
tracted a friendſhip. His converſation, at 


once amuſing and rational, opened in the 


ment 
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ment to which he had before been a per- 
fect ſtranger. 


This new friend was an Engliſhman ; 
he had accompanied his mother to the con- 


tinent, in the fond hope af. reſtoring health 


to ſo beloved a parent—this hope was 
divided between him and the lovely Emily, 
who had juſt attained her feventeenth 
year, and with him made up all the family 
of Mrs. Melford. 


They had heard much of the ſalutary air 


of Nice; and flattered themſelves they 


ſhould ſee a length of years added to a life 
ſo valuable to them—In compliance with 
their ardent wiſhes ſhe had conſented to 
make this one more trial—But ſhe knew 
too well the nature and ſource of her diſ- 


order, to place the leaſt confidence in change 


O 4 | 
2 3 


FOR FATHER'S 19 
bol air or ſituation. A tender conſtitution 
1 Joined to a heart of exquiſite ſenſibility and 
3 _ delicacy, had received frequent and re- 
peated wounds from the hand which ſhould 
have cheriſhed the one and protected the 

other. An undeſerving huſband, who had 


we 


too long been the object of her tendereſt 

Aove, while her better ſenſe was foreed to 
1 Kłxefuſe him her: eſteem, had by a ſeries of 
7 © ill-uſage totally broken her heart and 

YZ -health—His fortune diſſipated, his oharac- 
ter loſt Ruin and remorſe fell upon him 
at once, and a guilty hand precipitated 
from the world, a wretch who was a dif- 
N grace to ſociety. 


FFF AU 
CCC 


Wo 


Parental affection and duty rendered the 
afflicted Mrs. Melford juſt able to ſupport 
life for the ſake of her children they 
adored her—and her ſon looked forward, 

with 
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with all the trembling of anxiety and hope, 
to the year which would put him in poſ- 
ſeſſion of an eſtate, that he might, -out of it, 
make a ſuitable proviſion for two perſons 4 
ſo inexpreſſibly dear to him as his mother ö 
and ſiſter. bo” | 


To that period he now wanted barely 
fix weeks—the writings: were already 
drawn, and lie reſolved, the moment. after 
returning thanks to that Being who allow- 
edhim to behold the morning which would 
bleſs him with the means of being inſtru- 
mental to the happineſs and convenience 
of thoſe dear obje&s, to. complete their 
ſecurity from pecuniary wants; they having 
at preſent but a bare competency, which 
-would ceaſe on the death of Mrs. Melford, 
her inconſiderate huſband having ſold the 
reverſion of it. Thus was the Melford 
Gat 2. >” family: 
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family ſituated when our traveller became 
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2X acquainted with it, from the vicinity of 


their lodgings. 


'T he ſaintlike refigridtids of the mother, 
the duteous attention ot ih 


ſon and daugh- 
ter, and the: beauty of the latter, which 


1 was rendered mote. intereſting from the 
| | ſoft apprehenſion” of her mother's danger, 
I gave birth to, or rather awakened ſentiments 
of purity in his boſom he had never ex- 
perienced before — He beheld them with a 
j reverential awe—and while the ſcene he 
FJ contemplated daily made him deteſt the 
j former irregularities of his life, it gave 


him a reliſh for ſuperior enjoyment. * 


The uncomplaining ſufferings of Mrs. 
; Melford was as a mental moraliſt—all his 
F follies 


22 THE SCHOOL 1 
renity or comfort but in their ſociety... 


| Eager to procure. any amuſement for 3 
her ſon, Mrs. Melford rejoiced' in the x 
growing fricadſhip between theſe young 1 
men, and frequently promoted little ex- 3 
curſions for them; while the beauteous 
Emily devoted her whole time to the taſk 3 
molt pleaſing to her gentle and affectionate | 
heart, that of affording comfort to her ſick 4 

5 parent. M | 3 
The health of our traveller, who; to L 
prevent confuſion, I ſhall call Mr. Harley; } 
was now perfectly reſtored. But one more 
week remained of young Melford's mino- 3 
rityz and, to render their joy more exqui- 
ſite, his mother ſeemed: to be mending; 
ſome of her complaints had left her, and 
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to the countenance of the lovely Emily, 


wit 
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more flattering ſymptoms appeared; happy 
= now almoſt had reached certainty; 


their boſoms expanded; and Harley took a 


| ſincere intereſt in the approaching welfare 
of the Melford family. 


The young friends had engaged in a 


party, who were going to take the diver- 


ſion of ſhooting a particular kind of wild 
fowl, much admired in that part of 
Italy. 


The amended looks of Mrs. Melford 


had given an hilarity. of ſpirits, and a glow 


which communicated itſelf in a greater de- 
gree to the heart of her excellent mother, 
than ſhe had for years diſcovered. She 
anticipated the joy of ſeeing her beloved 


children ſecured from the pangs of want 


and 
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and dependance, and even talked of ſome | 
alterations they would make in the old N 
manſion of their forefathers, and ſettled | 


ſome arrangements in their future eſtabliſh- 
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ment. 


The evening was particularly fine—e I 


ce think I have ſtrength, my love,” cried. 
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Mrs. Melford, © even with your arm, to 
cc reach our favourite alcove: there we will 
te wait the return of Henry; and do, my 
ec dear girl, order your guittar to be carried 


ce thither; it will be a ſweet accompani- 


« ment to its trembling ſtrings to have | 
ti << your plaintive notes re- echoed by the 
E: ce gentle breeze. 


Not long had they been ſeated in this 
delightful retreat, enjoying all that inno- 
cence could beſtow, ere doleful cries and 

Dun 1 | dreadful 
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dreadful ſhrieks at once affailed their ears, 
and terrified their hearts. Emily threw 


down her inſtrument, and involuntarily 


clung round her trembling mother, who 
had ſtarted on her feet, with a countenance 
of the utmoſt diſmay. From the ſeat they 
had a view of the road which led up to the 


houſe, and from which they were not two 
hundred yards. Through this opening 
they beheld a concourſe of people running, 
and amongſt the crowd too plainly diſcerned 
the bleeding corpſe of ſome ill-fated wretch, 
ſupported by four gentlemen whom they 
knew to be of the party which went forth 
in the morning, with all the joy of youth 
fluſned with hope. The name of Melford 
reſounded from all quarters. 


= It is my ſon! Oh, God! it is my 
* e ſon! !” exclaimed the frantic mother; and 
"Vos: | I. C burſting 
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burſting from the enervate arms of the 
fainting Emily, flew acroſs the garden, juſt 
reached the mangled corpſe, effayed to 


claſp it in her arms, ſhricked out his loved | 


name, ſunk down, and expired, 

With looks as wild and death-like, but 
with ſtrength a little leſs exhauſted, the 
forlorn Emily threw herſelf between the 
bodies of thoſe who were dearer to her than 
life, as if ſhe meant no more to be reckoned 

an inhabitant of a world now become a 
deſert. to her. The officious. and indeed 
neceſſary care of thoſe about her bore her 
to her chamber, where repeated faintings 
left her leſs ſenſible, for a time, to the 


poignancy of her ſufferings and loſs. 


dent which had depriveq an amiable youth Þ 
. g . a of "# 
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of his life, accelerated the death of the moſt 
excellent of mothers, and cut off the once 
blooming and ever innocent Emily from 
Z . every ſupport leaving her the heireſs of 

ber father's indiſeretion and her mother's 
misfortunes— totally unprovided for, in a 
ſtrange country, unknown, unprotected l 
And all this complicated ſcene of woe was 
the work of 6ne moment. That hand was 
doomed to do the direful deed, whoſe heart 
moſt loved the unhappy ſufferers! that 
heart, which had frequently melted at the 
view of uncomplaining innocence, and 
which had cheriſhed the utmoſt veneration 
for the mother, friendſhip for the ſon, and 
ſtill more than friendſhip for the lovely 
daughter—that heart was now fated to de- 
plore the anguiſh. the a hand bad loe- 
| | calioned! 
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propoſed a ſeparation. 
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| All the day Melford and Harley had 
wandered together in purſuit of their game, 
ſide. by ſide, © mingling ſweet converſe.” 
The former, toward the cloſe of their ſport, 
They had juſt 
parted, when a fingle bird flew up: eager 
for the Prize, Harley levelled his piece. At 


that fatal moment Melford came within 


its range, and the whole charge lodged in 
his body. He fell. 64 It was an accident, 


he faintly cried ; 55 dear Harley, I forgive | 


Comfort my mother ! Oh, my 


cc poor Emily of 


prevent the wretched Harley from exe- 


cuting a ſpeedy vengeance on himſelf, to 
the manes of his murdered friend. To 


they confined his 
hands, both for their own and his ſafety ; ; 


raved, he 1 


but 


15 he ſurrounding party could ſcarcely 
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but the remonſtrance of 'one had infinite] y 
more weight chan the arguments (which 
were merely common-place, on this moſt 


uncommon occaſion) of all the reſt put 


© 


together, * 3% | £37. 00 

cc Will you not then make all the repa- 
ce ration you can to the diſtreſſed mother 
« and ſiſter of our unhappy ill-fated friend? 
« Did he not with his dying breath exhort 
te you to comfort them ? Live then, Har- 
« ley! be the ſon and brother you have 
6 unfortunately deprived them of; ſooth 
« their ſorrows, protect their unguarded 
te ſituation, and act as he would have done, 
© who in one ſhort moment is torn from 
cc their arms ! 


We ſhall all bear a mournful teſti- 
« mony of your inngcence; the ill-fated 
CT ce victim 
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16 not ©" give way to 8 * add 


$ deliberate murder, to atone for unfore- 


9 ſeen error. It is from you they muſt 


look for protection: they have now a 


« kind of natural claim upon it; nor muſt 


ic you withhold it. 


1 will not, I will not,” cried he, in all 


the agony of unavailing grief; dear 
** are they to my ſad heart, - Oh, loved 


7 companion 42 continued he, falling by 


the body of his mangled friend, and kiſſing 
his pale cheek, © has my diſaſtrous hand 
« deprived thee of exiſtence? an exiſtence, 
ce to preſerve which I would fr eely have 
« laid down my life, Doſt thou for- 


ce give thy murderer? And haſt thou be- 
rc queathed thy hapleſs mother and beloved 


« ſiſter to the man who ſhortened thy days? 


« | ac- 
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FOR FATHERS. m 
« ] accept the ſolemn bequeſt from thy 
« cold hand. She is my mother: Emily 
« ſhall be mine too. Yes, beloved friend! 
« yes, deareſt Melford! here on thy breath- 
« leſs body I ſwear it, And may the curſe 
ce of heaven | fall on me, if, from this 
e moment, their honour, their intereſt, are. 


te ever ſeparated from my own! 


With difficulty the mutual friends of the 
dead Melford and almoſt diſtracted Harley 
prevailed on the latter to allow them to 


begin their mournful proceſſion to the 


| lodgings of the unfortunate youth. Their 


minds were too much intereſted in the re- 
cent eyent, to form any plan of communi- 
cating to, or concealing from, the wretched 
relatives, the fatal circumſtance. A do- 
meſtic of Melford's firſt gave the alarm; 
which was followed by thoſe cries that 

C4 reached 
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reached the unhappy parent and ſiſter, and 
brought about the ſpeedy death of the for- 
mer, leaving the latter a truly forlorn ſur- 


vivor. 


For three weeks the life of the orphan 
Emily ſeemed hanging by a thread, which 
each moment was in danger of being ſe- 
vered for ever. Harley, in mute anguiſh, 
bent over the drooping flower, bereft of 
its root and ſupport, ſcarcely ever quitting 
her bed-fide, but to give vent to a violent 
burſt of grief, when often in the paroxyſms 
of her delirium ſhe called him by the en- 


dearing titles ſhe uſed to give her brother; 


that brother which his unhappy hand had 


ſent to an untimely grave. 


But, though his heart and ſoul dwelt 


with Emily, Harley neglected not what 
Was 
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was requiſite for thoſe he ſo deeply de- 
plored. He gave orders for the funerals 
of the deceaſed ; in which buſineſs he had 
much difficulty to encounter, as they were: 
proteſtants. However, money loſes not 


its value in thoſe countries any more than 


with us: and as money was no object with 


him, only as it procured him pleaſure and 


gratification, and the ſhewing honour to 


his friends was now the ruling paſſion of 
his heart, he ſpared no coſt in giving thoſe, 
whom he ceaſed not to call the victims of 


his want of care, a more than decent inter- 


ment; placing a ſtone over their common 


grave, denoting their misfort une and vir- 


tues. 


When Emily became thoroughly ſenſi- 
ble of her real ſtate of diſtreſs, ſhe gave 


© herſelf up to the moſt deplorable melan- 


C 5 choly. 
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choly. The ſad proſpect that opened on 
her view was 1n itfelf enough to terrify one 
of her ſex and age. She inherited, from 
conſtitution, habit, and education, a deli- 
cacy that left her very unequal to the 
ſtruggles which penury and an unprotected 
| Rate are liable to experience. When Har- 
ley devoted himſelf to her, he meant reli- 
giouſly to perform the offices of parent, 
brother, and guardian. His compaſſion, 
and, above all, the conſciouſneſs of being 
the prime cauſe of her misfortunes, en- 
deared her more ſtrongly to his heart. 
He had vowed, in ſecret, his hand ſhould 


like wiſe be devoted to her; yet he dreaded 
her averſeneſs to hleſſing the man, whoſe 


hand had torn all her comforts from her. 


His ſituation was peculiarly diſtreſſing: 


—— what he could do, he delayed 
He had written to his father for a 


ſupply 
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ſupply of caſh; and, as ſoon as it arrived, 
he purchaſed in the Italian funds an an- 
nuity on the life of Emily, which, although 
inadequate to the ſtate of life ſhe was born 
in, was yet ſufficient to keep her above 
want. He found much difficulty in pre- 
vailing on her to accept this; and which 
ſhe would receive on no other terms, than 
the power of relinquiſhing it at pleafure. 
She till hoped the heir to her deceaſed 
brother's eſtates would have ſo much ho- 
nour as to make proviſion for her when he 
ſhould ſee what were her brother's inten- 
tions towards her, and be told how very 
deſtitute his death had left her. For which 
purpoſe ſhe reſolved to write to him, in- 


cloſing the {tilt unſigned inſtrument. 


I was impoſtible for a heart accuſtomed 
do tenderneſs, and which had ſuddenly been 
1 C 6 deprived 


36 THE SCHOOL 
deprived of the objects of it, to be long in- 
ſenſible of the extreme attention and deli- 
cate ſolicitude of ſuch a man as Harley ; 
and indeed Emily had been ſo long uſed 
to receive pleaſure and conſolation from 
his converſation, that ſoon his converſation 
alone could procure her any comfort. 
Each hour of his abſence was an aching 
void; even her tears and grief for her loſt 
friends afforded no relief to her heart, un- 
leſs his were mingled with them : they be- 
came inſenſibly all the world to each 
other; and every other conſideration was 


loſt in that of contributing to the comfort 
and conſolation of each other. | 


I have remarked, that Harley had left 
Naples ſuddenly, and the cauſe has been 
likewiſe recorded: but the buſy tongue of I 
fame had given another reaſon than the "iſ 


true one; and the diſappearance of a very 


beautiful, but very abandoned courtezan, 
their having quitted that city together, 


A young Engliſhman, who returned 
about that period to his native iſle, men- 
tioned this ſurmiſe among many other too 


true inſtances of depravity in Harley ; ; 


which reached his father's ears juſt as his 
mind was a little diſturbed by the large 
ſum of money he had drawn, to enable 
him to place his beloved Emily in ſome 


degree of independence. 


Inſtead of writing to his ſon, to know 
the truth of this calumny, he made private 
inquiry of the tutor about the connection 
he feared Harley had formed with one of 
the Painted jays of Italy, The tutor, who 
| had 
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had lang beheld the beauties of Emily as 
a glutton does a favourite morſel he is eager 
to deſtroy, hoped to be able to break the 
bonds he ſaw were forming; and then, as 


ſhe would be reduced to the utmoſt exi- 
gency, he might ſtand a better chance of 
ſucceſs ; thus, wolf-like, enjoying in idea 
the pleaſure he ſhould reap at the expence 
of the honour and happineſs of the inno- 
cent Emily, he rejoiced at the poiſon he 
diſcovered to have made ſome progreſs in 
the breaſt of the old gentleman, and 
quickly refolved to aid it all he could. 
He returned an artful, well-feigned letter, 
wherein he lamented the fatal ſnare into 
which his pupil, contrary to bis admoni- 
tory advice, had ſuffered himſelf to be en- 
tangled : that he much feared the inſidious 
ſeducer would never quit him, till his mar- 
riage, and conſequently his ruin, was ef. 
fected: 


— 
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XZ feed : that he, the tutor, was on the point 
of writing to Mr. Harley, to obtain leave 


for returning home, as his ſtay only ſerved 
to mortify himſelf, by being expoſed to in- 
fult for ſeeking to prevent a miſchief he 
feared could only be prevented by an im- 


XX mediate command from the father to re- 


# turn home—inſinuating the plea of ill 


3 | health was no more than a pretence, as uf 
Naples he could not inſure to himſelf the 
intire poſſeſſion of his iyren. 


This fabricated letter from the vile tu- 
tor occaſioned a very ſevere one to Harley. 
His father, in general terms, reprobated 
the whole of his conduct; and affured him, 
he ſhould overlook his almoſt unpardon- 


3 | able indiſcretions ON NO other terms than 


1 
= directly, 
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directly, and giving his hand, on his re- 


turn, to a lady he had long ſince fixed on 
for his wife. 


Ignorant of the treachery which had 
been practiſed againſt him by his tutor, he 

; delayed not a moment informing him of 
the very ſtrange and unuſual letter he had 
Juſt received. The ſecret joy which di- 
lated the heart of the incendiary kad no 

b other effect on his phlegmatic features, 
than a cold ſmile. Harley's honeſt un- 


1 

ſiuſpecting heart felt a chagrin he could not 

: | | conceal, on finding the man who had ever 
: profeſſed the utmoſt regard, receive ſuch 
7 intelligence ſo coolly, His queſtions were 
| _ urged with ſo much warmth, chat at laſt the 

| hypocrite was thrown off his guard : a quar- 
: rel enſued ; and Harley, ſick of the conteſt, 

| a. eager to behold his loved Emily, 
r 5 OW 
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— 
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1 FO R -"< ATH E RS. 
I haſtily: quitted the lodgings to ſeek wy 


Y lation in the endearing tenderneſs of his 
3 ſoul's darling. DESI 
| pax 

7 

She turned pale at the relation he made 
her, both of his father's letter, and recent 
1 altercation with the tutor. With horror 
1 ſne now recollected the many obſcure 
hints he had given her of his odious paſ- 
don; but above all ſhe trembled at the 
reſolution of Harley's father. Till that 
moment ſhe never thought a ſeparation 


from him on whom her eyes delighted to 
dwell, would be neceſſary. To live in 
his ſight---to hear his voice---to converſe 
with him---It was all the happineſs ſhe 
wiſhed for. But to be deprived of this! 
; Again the felt the fatal ſtroke which rob- 
| b bed her of ker mother and brother; her 
2 Vounds 


| 1/4 
1 1 | 
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drowned in tears, nor could ſhe articulate 
a word. | 


5 The ſoothing accents of Harley, which 
once had power to calm her griefs, were 


now urged in yain,—All the horror and 


diſtreſs of her helpleſs ſituation appeared 
in true colours. Sickneſs and accumu- 
lated ſorrow had before prevented her 


opening her eyes to the impropriety of be- 


ing ſecluded from all the world, and 


though not living under the ſame roof, yet 


receiving protection from a young man 
too amiable to be beheld without an affec- 
tion at once dangerous to her peace and in- 
jurious to her reputation. Convinced 
of the painful neceſſity herſelf, ſhe had juſt 


ſtrength enough to urge their immediate 


ſeparation, 


* GN . 5 ? n 2 - : 8 e 
BED” E * „ 2 * 1 N y 7 1 * TINS. AS > ? 
n EA IE RO EN OTIS IIS FP. r F 
BO rn URI SOD SL CC. eB PP IE Se: CER CC E N 2 
Sg et 8 £: A NEAT IS AND WE oy MEE r r a „ * T4.rb a 
n Ko * V n 88 8 e EN Regs 5 N * 5 8 r $9 J * 8 N 757 * y 
" 2 8 5 


o **. 


FOR FATHERS. 43 
ſeparation. Her health but barely eſta- 
bliſhed would render a journey to England 
extremely hazardous. But he was called 
thither by the abſolute command of his 
parent, and ſhe conjured him, as he 
valued her eternal welfare, to ſet out im- 
mediately to fulfil the obligations he 
bad ever acknowledged due to his fa- 
der. 


Harley was too much attached to attend 
to the reaſoning of Emily. Not that he 
did not feel and allow the full force of 
her arguments; but thoſe very arguments 
operated as ſo many powerful cauſes for 
his adhering to his firſt intentions of unit- 
ing her deſtiny to his own : the was 
friendleſs, portionleſs, and unprotected. 
Her character (which he afterwards found 
had its principal traducer in the tutor) was 

ſpoken 


22. * 


* | 
© cw 
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ſpoken doubtfully of. His viſits, which 
were daily, and the intereſt he took in 9 
her concerns, had cauſed the ſlander of 0 
r. Did he not 
owe her reparation ? That ſhe was friend- 
leſs, portionleſs, and unprotected, was his 
misfortune; for he had made her ſo. Nay, 


malice to have ſome colour. 


his very ſervice had contributed to her loſs i 
of fame. How covld theſe injuries be re- | 
: paired but by his becoming her legal pro- 
tector? All his rhetoric then was employed 
to convince her no time ſhould be loſt in 
determining now what ought to be done; 


there was but one way, and to engage her 


compliance he failed not to uſe that too- 
common plea, that his father would forgive 
what he could not prevent; and that he 
ſhould eafily convince him how much he 
was bound by honour to act as he had 
done. He failed not too, with all che 
8 „ 
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3 ſond partiality of a lover, to aſſure her, 
chat as ſoon as his father ſhould behold 
W her beauty, and on a nearer acquaintance, 
1 be convinced, as himſelf was, that her mind 

N even ſurpaſſed her perſon, he would, with 
W tim, almoſt, bleſs che occaſion Which 
; | had united them. 


The generous pleading of a lover, be- 
loved as Harley was, will but too often 
have the ſame influence. —Silenced, if not 
convinced, Emily no longer oppoſed- his 
wiſhes, and that very evening gave him 
poſſeſſion of her hand, as he had long be- 
fore engroſſed all the tenderneſs of the 
heart of this amiable unfortunate girl. 


He was too much diſguſted! with his 
tutor, to acquaint him with his marriage, 
but ſlightly took leave of him the next 
HET: day, 
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day, without entering into any converſa- 


By eaſy ſtages, in which he conſulted 
the debilitated ſtate of his loved Emily's 
health, he proſecuted his route towards 
England. As it was his intereſt to be 
there as ſoon as poſſible, they made but 
ſhort ſtay at the principal towns and cities 
through which they paſſed: the gaieties , 
even of Paris detained them not. From 


thence he wrote to his father, ſaying at 
what time he hoped to have the happi- 


neſs of throwing himſelf at his feet, and 
on a true relation of what had paſſed, he 


doubted not receiving his parental for- 


giveneſs and bleſſing, which it ſnould be 
the future buſineſs of his life to deſerve. 
He thought it better to defer che news of 
his matrimonial engagement, till by ſtat- 

4 5 5 ing 


; | father's heart 187 his dear ä 
To h his e he deter- 


favourite with the old gentleman, and 


once given him a piece of advice in 
a law-ſuit, by which he had gained a 
conſiderable acceſſion of fortune. Har- 
ley, in his boyiſh years, was much be- 
| loved by this Aunt, and he reſolved to pay 
her a viſit, immediately on his arrival i in 


7 carry her | to the feat of his father. 
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ing the particulars of the melancholy * 
| | ſtory, he Had ſecured an intereſt in tis © 


mined to apply to an Aunt who was A great 


who had even much influence over 
him, in conſequence of her having 


England, confiding his beloved wife to 
her care, till he obtained permiſſion, to 


— 0 4 . ; 
F 4 
=, 2 "4 2 . 7 


> 60-2186 ne 50 852] Fido G99 > 91} 
Ever ſanguine, and now happy in the 


_— . 


e's T H * 8 C H 0 OL 

7 
poſſeſſion. of a woman formed to inſpire 
che trueſt tenderneſs, and nariifiog himſelf 
that his father muſt approvehis choice, the 
hours flew gaily on; and he had even 


e his Emily to ſmile with: cheerful 


- 


Deluſive hope! Laren chy vi ifs ' 
how deceitful ay miles! 


4 


« « The ſpider S moſt attenuated thread | 
60 Is cord, 1s cable, to man' 8 weaker tie : 
* On human bliſs.” | 
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"On i . in "London, Harley 
proceeded to Leiceſter-F ields , the reſidence 
of his Aunt. He left his wife in the 
chaiſe, and fas name was announced. As 
he wcenged ho dir, he heard his name 
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repeated with no pleaſant ſound. * Har- 
60 ley! what brings him hither : : why does 
«© he come to me ?” 

. Becauſe,” cried he, © there is but 
cc one woman in the world who is dearer 
« to me than my Aunt;” ſaying which, he 

made but one ſtep from the door to the 
upper end of the drawing- room, to catch 
her in his arms. Her cold reſtrained air, 
and ſable dreſs, ſtruck him at once. With 
a petrifying voice and repelling hand ſhe 
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told him, If to trample over the body 
ce of his father, and inſult his aſhes, | 
« were all he wanted, his preſence in her 
cc fight was as unpleaſing as unneceſſary; 
“ Go,” ſhe continued, go to this wo- 
« man, to whom you do me the honour 
c of being ſecond in your regard; goto 
ce her, and tell her how much you have 
Vor. I, 'D 's © - « hank 
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« ſacrificed at her ſhrine: go, and boaſt. 
ce that you have ſent your aged father with 

cc ſorrow to his grave; and in her arms 
ec ſeek conſolation for the beggary and 


« curſes which are now all your iber 


* 


o ance.” 


Harley with difficulty ſtaggered to a 
ſopha, and more dead than alive, ſunk 


down upon it. He fat motionleſs ſome 


time, nor did he perceive his Aunt had 


left the room till ſome minutes after. His 
head turned giddy, but he had ſtill recol- 
lection enough to remember he had left 
his Emily in the chaiſe at the door; and 
he found too forcibly he was an unwel- 
come viſitor. By the baluſtrade he ſup- 


ported his trembling limbs; and with a 


face, pale as deſpair could make it, he 
haſtily threw himſelf into the chaiſe, bid- 
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ding the poſt-boys drive to an hotel 1 in the 
neighbourhood. 


His agitation was too viſible to eſcape 


the obſervation of Emily ; — her ſpirits 
took the afar; and ſhe fat in a fearful 
dread of I" ſomething bad. He | 


ſpake not a word. After a few minutes 


filence, ſhe ventured to take his hand, and 
with a voice foftened by terror and tender- 


neſs, inquired what new cauſe had ariſen 


to make ſuch an alteration: in his *counte- 
nance : © Is your Aunt ill ?” ſhe aſked. 


ce ves he replied, with 7 figh « that 
ſcerned' Wy ive his „ 


hom fn 
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cr Are yo going! our ft? POR at 
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No; oh, no;”. cried he, with an 


agonizing groan. 


Oh Harley,” ſaid Emily, burſting 
into tears, and ſinking her head on his 
ſhoulder, cc what am I to think of all this ? 


cc Is. it thus we are received ? Is this the 


* flattering proſpe& you were a few hours 
ce ſince painting to my enchanted view 2 
Will you not ſpeak to me? 


J cannot; too ſoon will you know 
66 all.“ + | 


By this time the - chaiſe ſtopped; the 


| unhappy pair could ſcarcely ſupport. each 


other into a room; when Harley, who 
had no longer command over himſelf, 
_ vent to all the anguiſh that tore his 


n 8 BY heart- 
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FOR FATHERS. 8 
heart-ſtrings,—throwing himſelf on the 
floor, daſhing his head againſt it, and ex- 
n in all the bitterneſs of language 


© 


on the arp of his fate. e. 


_ Half Ae and dying with the 
dread of ſhe knew not what, the poor pale 
Emily funk down by his ſide, incapable | 
of affording him conſolation, or even arti- 
culating a word of inquiry. In the midſt 
of his own anguiſh he ſaw and pitied hers. 
He ſtarted on his feet, and though his 
looks were wild and deſpairing, he gently 
raiſed her, and placing her on a chair, bade 
her have ſome comfort. You,” cried 
beg you are not a beggar, nor do you 
« labour under the curſes of a dying on 
ce rent.” 
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«© On!” ſhe exclaimed, « I am doubly 
| D 3 a and 
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* and trebly fo, if I have occaſioned ſuch 
_ © misfortunes to you. It is I alone have 
cc cauſed theſe evils, - deareſt, beſt loved 
« of men,“ ſhe continued, ſinking on her 
knees before him, “can you, can you 
c forgive your Emily, and taking me to 
your boſom infuſe ſome comfort there, 
* lar my poor n from —— * 
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He folded her i in his arms, afluring * 
ſhe was more dear to him than ever; 
then ftarting from her, he raved. againſt 
the uncommon hardſhips he endured; 
ſwore he would go to his father's houſe— 
nay, to his grave, and demand what he 


had done, to be conſigned to beggary 


i, 


and perdition 


Emily too plainly ſaw his head was diſ. 
turbed, even to the diflodgment of his 


reaſon. 
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reaſon. T bis was a call upon her more par- 


ticularly to exert herſelf. She begged of 
Heaven to orant her ſufficient ſtrength of 


mind to ſupport this heavy affliction, and 


to enable her to afford ſome conſolation to 


her beloved huſband, She foothed him 
by her endearing careſſes, and at laſt pre- 
vailed on him to lie down on a bed. 
She requeſted a phyſician of eminence 
to be ſent for, who had ſome knowledge 
of her family, and to him ſhe related the 


little ſhe Knew of the cauſe of Harley's 


phrenzy. His name was well-known to 


the doctor, who had indeed heard many 
particulars relative to the old gentleman's 


| death. He was extremely ſurpriſed to ſee 


in the wife of Harley, a young lady whoſe 


_ character and connections he was already 


ſo well acquainted with, 


D s After 


56 THE SCHOOL 
After ordering a copious bleeding of his 
patient, he recommended their immediate 


removal to convenient lodgings, as being 


a more eligible ſituation than a public 
hotel. He kindly undertook the whole 
arrangement himſelf, obſerving the inca- 
pacity both of Harley and his wife; the 
former from diſorder, and the latter from 


grief conſequent on it. = 


= In the evening he called again, and had 


fome converſation with poor Emily, which 


afforded 2 ſhadow of comfort to her Care- 


worn heart. 
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He told her, old Harley had been groſs- 
ly impoſed on by falſe repreſentations, 


F 


which he believed came from the tutor of 


her huſband, and who arrived in England 
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three weeks before them: of this he was now 
fully 
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fully convinced, as the report was, the 


wife of Harley was an Italian courtezan of 


the moſt infamous character, who had inſti- 
gated him to fight a duel with one of her 
former lovers; and who, it had been re- 
ported, was unfairly killed; though the 
matter had been made up, by large 
ſums of money properly applied. 


Emily could but lift up her hands and 
eyes at the falſity of this relation, which 
could be equalled only by the villainy of 
the inventor. The doctor aſſured her he 
now diſcredited each part of it, as ſo mate- 


rial a one had been overthrown which he 


wasable to eontradict. „ And I wiſh moſt. 
c“ heartily,” he added, * the old gentleman 
cc had lived to be convinced of the falſehood 


6 of that diabolical raſcal, who has certainly 
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te been the cauſe of his death, and the re- ; 
« probation of his once favourite ſon.” 


« Oh, my God!” cried Emily, with 
ſtreaming eyes, © do but reſtore the reaſon 
tc and health of the deareſt, moſt injured 
« of men, and to all the evils of poverty I 
&« will ſubmit with reſignation, and praiſe 
« the Power that has mingled bleſſings 3 
« with its chaſtiſements!” - 


J truſt,” ſaid the doctor, * in a little 
ie time our patient will be ſufficiently com- 
« poſed to receive conſolation, from the 
« conviction that his father would never 
c have denounced ſo ſevere a curſe, but in 
t conſequence of miſinformation. When 4 
his reaſon and ſtrength of mind is re- | 
cc eſtabliſhed, from conſcious innocence, 
- TRE 
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« he will feel the anathema much lighten- 
« eq; and, indeed, I think it an unnatural 
« exertion of parental authority, which 
« cannot be reconciled to religion or rea- 


c ſon,” 


Emily declared ſhe was much com 
forted, and, in the ſimplicity of her heart, 
added, ſhe hoped the brother of Mr. Har- 
ley (when the truth fully appeared, and 
which ſhe was certain would reflect ho- 
nour on his character) would take his un- 
happy caſe in conſideration, and give 
him, at leaſt, a younger brother's portion. 
It is happy for the human heart, that it 
can thus derive comfort to itſelf, though 
from a ſhadow, as it certainly enables it 
better to bear the preſent weight of evil, 


5 and time may blunt the edge of that 


which we thus ſhift off to a future day. 
To: D 6 | This 


bo THE SCHOOL 
This hope of Emily was juſt of the nature 
of that ſhe had formed on another occaſion, 
when ſhe doubted not the heir of ber bro- 


ther would commiſerate her, and do in 


part for her, out of juſtice, what her brother 


had intended from motives of affection. 


The doctor, who knew the world, and 
had felt too many pulſes, to be ignorant of 
the motives which actuate men in general, 


at the ſame time that he was unwilling to 


knock down | the little fabric ſhe had 


_ erected, to repoſe upon too ſuddenly, yet 
could not help. obſerving, he feared men 
were more religiouſly dif] poſed to adhere 
to a vow, by which tenure they held large 
poſſeſſions, than to any other; that four 
thouſand pounds per annum and great per- 
ſonalities coming unexpected to a man, was 

more apt to contract, can expand his heart. 
4 Hows 
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However, he would by no means diſcou- 
rage the hope, which, as it was founded on 
the idea of the younger Harley being a 
man of honour and a Chriſtian, reflected 
the higheſt honour on the amiable heart 


that ſuggeſted it. 


He begged her to reſt ſatisfied, that 
whatever he could do ſhould be urged in 


bdhbeir behalf; and that he would early the 


next day wait on Harley's aunt, who was 


a woman that would hear reaſon. 


After receiving the moſt grateful thanks 
from Emily, he began to give an account 
of the death of the old gentleman, It has 
been obſerved, that his ſon's ill conduct 
had for ſome time weakened the exceſs of 
fondneſs he had ever indulged towards 
him, and which ſome well-managed inu- 


endos 
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endos from the younger Harley, and a 
long abſence, contributed ſo much to, as 
to render him diſpoſed to believe any un- 


favourable repreſentation. 


When the infamous tutor arrived with 
a tale ready dreſt up for the already prej u- 
diced father, the ſhock was ſo great, that 
an apoplexy was the immediate conſe- 
quence: he recovered only to have ſtrength 
to alter his will, to cut him off with a mil- 
ling, and to imprecate the heavieſt curſes 
on his head. To mitigate the ſeverity of 
fuch a procedure, the reader muſt recollect 
the provocation he appeared to have given 
his father, He had been told his ſon had 
drawn for very large ſums under a falſe 
pretence—(That he had drawn for theſe 
ſums, was a truth; and the vile tutor gave 
the falſe colouring to it.)—that he had em- 
brued 
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| brued his hands in blood, even that of his 
friend, which broke the heart of the young 
man's mother ; and that he had married an 
infamous ſtrumpet, whom he meant to palm 
on his father as a woman of virtue: that great 
part of his money was expended in cruſning 
the evidence of thoſe who knew the unfair- 
neſs of the duel, and that his more lawful 
debts were left unſatisfied. T his intelli- 
gence, to a man of ſtrong paſſions, would 
produce ſtrong effects. Choked with rage, 
and hardly able to utter his bitter curſes, he 
fell to the ground in a fit. In the firſt 
moments of his diſappointed hopes, he had 
ſworn he would cut him off from his for- 
tune and family; and, it is ſaid, care was 
taken to have a lawyer follow the heels of 
the ſurgeon inſtantly. There was no kind 
mediating friend to interpoſe; no one to 
hint that, perhaps, things had been exag- 

gerated, 
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gerated, and that the tutor ſhewed more of 


Tancour againſt the abſent Harley, than 


affection for the family, in the account he 


gave: on the contrary, the turpitude and 
flagitiouſneſs of his crimes were held up in 


the moſt deteſtable light, and nothing was 


wanting to accelerate the buſineſs which 


deprived an unfortunate and injured man 
of his indubitable right in the poſſeſſions 
of his forefathers; and, while it reduced 


him to a ſtate of penury, loaded him with 
the reflection, that the laſt breath of his 


parent expired in bitter curſes on his de- 
devoted head! | | 


The doctor was very afſiduous in his at- 


tendance on his patient, acting in every 


capacity as phyſician, divine and moral 
nne, - But the blow had ſtricken too 


ET 


near 


I "on = 
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near the heart of Harley. And let his fate 
be a warning to every young perſon, to 
keep in the ſtrait path of rectitude! His 
innocence of the more material and baſeſt 
charges might, and probably would, have 
enabled him to ſtruggle with poverty and its 
concomitant evils: but, alas! though in- 
nocent in theſe inſtances, he yet had been 
guilty of many vices; and he read his 
crimes in his puniſhment. Young men 
are too apt to flatter themſelves, that the 

| hurry and vivacity with which the natural 
flow and indulgence of their paſſions urge 

them to ruſh into exceſſes, carry their ex- 
cuſes with them. A ſick bed, however, 

will always ſhew them their actions in a 

true light: the fallacy of their opinions, 

the abſurdity of their doctrines, will then 

appear in their proper colours, diveſted of 
the prejudice of paſſion, or the arts of ſo- 


phiſtry ; 
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phiſtry; and they will turn away their diſ- 


guſted eyes, with horror, from the ſad pic- | 3 | 
ture their frailties hold up to their af. 
frighted view. 


Thus fared it with poor Harley! In 
the height of his fever he raved inceſſantly I 
in all the horror of deſpair; his conſcience | 4 | 
charging him with a thouſand acts, which 

now ſhook his ſoul with terror. It was the | A 

taſk of the humane phyſician to ſpeak 
peace to him, and in part he ſucceeded. 
He eaſily prevailed on his aunt to viſit his 
chamber, which afforded him a very viſible 


comfort. His intervals of ſenſe, however, 


were fewer and ſhorter each day; yet he 


failed not in every one to recommend his 


| adored Emily to the protection of Heaven, 
and ſuch friends as could beſtow it on 
her. 9 45 f 
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unis impoſtible to deſcribe her afMiQtion; 
1 but yet it was increaſed by finding herſelf 
nin a ſituation that, in happier times, would 
dave been a circumſtance of added de- 


light. 


As women, and particularly ſingle ones 
== of a certain age, are apt to be curious in 
wmeir inquiries on their firſt interview, poor 
Wo Emily had been aſked if ſhe was in an in- 
b | creaſing way, in a manner that threw her 
1 into the utmoſt confuſion; and being con- 
W firmed, in what ſhe dreaded to be the cafe, 
by the ſagacious oid lady, felt a new 
ſource of diſtreſs in reflecting that ſhe 


could produce an unfortunate being into 
ble world, to be the heir of poverty, and 
aint heir of ſorrow and affliction. 


The 


"68 THE SCHOOL 


The doctor ſeeing no ſhadow of hope 


for his poor patient, began to prepare the 
unhappy Emily for the event which he 


a few hours. Heavy as had been the 
trials of this young creature, her heart fel: 


this ſtroke as if 1 it was the firſt arrow from 


the quiver of misfortune. But yet it was 


borne, and it was ſurvived! Heaven en- 


dued her with fortitude; and, moreover, 


gave her the ſweeteſt of all conſolations, a 
_ conviction that her beloved was reconciled 
to his God, before he was ſnatched from 


her oy for ever! 


From the ſcene of death, Emily was re- 


moved to Leiceſter-fields, where the aunt 


of the departed Harley uſed every con- 


ſolatory expedient in the ſame words, in 
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FOR FATHERS. 69 
WE the ſame mode, and with the ſame effects, 
as have been practiſed from time imme- 


= morial. 


A ſettled and habitual melancholy hung 
2 | over the features of the forlorn widow. —T 
I have heard Alfred ſay, he never knew her 
3 to laugh in his life. A faint ſmile would 
4 now and then illumine her face, like the 
; 3 | tranſient lightning in a ſummer's ſky, and 
as quickly vaniſh. 


She continued to live with the old lady 
till the death of the latter, which hap- 
pened when Alfred had attained his fourth 
year; and of whom ſhe had ever expreſſed. 
the utmoſt affection, always declaring ſne 
would, as much as was in her power, re- 
pair the injury his father had ſuſtained in 
uc loſs of fortune. Such might probably 

23 be 
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be her intention; but, unfortunately, he 


was not her heir at law, and ſhe was indo- 
lent, or ſuperſtitiouſly apprehended her 
death would immediately follow, if ſhe 


made a will, that that proviſion was never 


ſecured ; ſo that her demiſe, which was 


ſudden, threw the poor little Alfred deſti- 
tute on the world, 5 except what his unfor- 


tunate mother could ſave from her an- 


nuity, 


She had made frequent applications to her 
on family, many of whom lived in ſplen- 
dour. Thoſe related to her by the mather's 
' fide were not ſparing of their cenfures onthe 
conduct of both; they had both been un- 
fortunate : and thoſe ho did not chooſe to 


ſoften her misfortunes, ſheltered themſelves 


behind the kindneſs they vould have ſhewn, 
if ſhe had deſerved it by being prudent, 


F rom 
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Y From the brother of her dear Harley ſhe 
I had even leſs expectation 3 and ſuch | had 
3 | been his unfraternal behaviour, that abject 
3 | flavery would have been — to relief. 
2 from that qu arter. 

A diſtant relation, however, took up the 
A | cauſe of the widow and the fatherleſs, An 
9 old gentleman in the North offered her an 


aſylum in his houſe, and undertook the 


5 education and eftabliſhment of her ſon. 
W That her beloved child ſhould not be left 
J | totally deſtitute and unprovided for by her 
5 death, ſhe ſold her annuity for leſs than two 
3 | thirds of what it originally coſt, and veſted 

due ſum in the funds for his uſe, when 
Z Heaven ſhould pleaſe to remove her from 
3 12 world that had beſtowed on her a 
3 more than equal portion of its diſcom- 
bort. 16 


BY 
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- To a mind ſenſible, delicate, and torn 


with repeated ſorrows, as Emily” S was, a 
quiet retreat, where ſhe could have in- 
dulged her melancholy propenſities, which 
led her conſtantly to deplore the loſs of 
thoſe loved connections ſhe had been ſo 
ſuddenly and "cruelly deprived of, would 
have been * a conſummation devoutly'to 
« be wiſhed.” But we are not the carvers 
of our own fortunes; and any fituation that 
promiſed ſecurity to her ſon, from farther 
and future want, was gladly embraced by 


her. 


VM.r. Nelſon feemed charmed both with 
the mother and child'; and as he liked ſo- 
ciety himſelf, could not conſent they ſhould 
retire from it. Indeed, Mrs. Harley had 
| too much ſenſe not to know it was her in- 
tereſt to ſacrifice her own feelings on- this 


occaſion; 
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occaſion ; and likewiſe it was the intereſt 
of her child, a much dearer conſideration 
than her own, that he ſhould mix in 4 
world on which he had no other claim for 
its attention, than by complying with the 


cuſtoms of it. 


At a proper age Alfred was placed at a 
public ſchool, and from the mode of his 
education (no expence being ſpared), 
Emily was almoſt inclined to flatter her- 
ſelf, that the ſurmiſes of their acquaintance 
were juſt, and that Mr. Nelſon meant him 
for his heir. However, to prevent future 
diſappointment, and arm his young mind 
againſt encouraging a hope that might, 
from the known capriciouſneſs of old age, 

1 and various circumſtances, be totally with- 

out foundation, Mrs. Harley related to Al- 

fred every incident previous to his birth. 
Ta L E She 
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She infuſed into his boſom a ſpirit of in- 


dependence, to ſtimulate lim to make 


every poſſible improvement, that he might 
have it ſooner in his power to do ſome- 
thing for himſelf, if accident or any other 
cauſe ſhould deprive him of the patronage 
of Mr. Nelſon—always inſpiring him with 
the deepeſt gratitude to that friend, who 

ſo bountifully beſtowed benefits upon him 
that could never be wreſted from him, but 


in every ſituation of life would be produc- 


tive of pleaſure and uſe. 


Young and handſome as ſhe was, it is 
rather wonderful ſhe ſhould not have been 


often ſolicited to enter into a ſecond en- 


gagement: but whether ſhe early made 


known her fixed intention of never chang- 


ing her ſtate, or whether the luſtre of her 


beauty 


* + 
1 
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beauty was tarniſhed by her tears, or that 
in the round of-viſitors there happened to 
be no one who was charmed with a Niobe, 
has not been cleared up. Alfred has de- 
clared, he never heard her ſpeak of any 
man but her huſband and brother ; and he 
believes, except himſelf, ſhe never looked 


two moments together on any of the ſex. 


Her piety, her reſignation, and tender 
| love for him, were uniform, warm, and 
rational. She ſeemed to have been in 
the poet's mind, when he perſonified Me- 

| lancholy; 


« With leaden eye, that loves the ground,” 
But, though ſad, ſhe was never gloomy, and 


would exert herſelf to vary the amuſe- 


as 2 parent) and of her ſon, whom ſhe 
E2 doated 
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doated on, but yet never indulged in the 
follies which young mothers are too apt to 
comply with, from a falſe affection. 


It certainly would have Wired her 
mind from a great and natural inquietude, 
had Mr. Nelſon made ſome ſettlement on 
Alfred, or declared what his intentions 
were towards him. By his education and 
allowance (for the old gentleman regulated 
all theſe matters as if he was born to the 
inheritance of the firſt eſtates in the king- 
dom), he was enabled to aſſociate with 
boys of the higheſt conſequence; a cir- 
cumſtance which often filled the heart 'of 
Mrs. Harley with dread, leſt he ſhould 
contract a taſte for the great world, when 
perhaps his fortune might be little more 
than the poor pittance ſhe had been able, 
. from the ſale of her annuity, and ſub- 
ſequent 


FOR FATHERS. 77 
ſequent ſavings, to collect rogether for 


him, 


She made him clearly underſtand how 


little he was enticled to figure in the ſtyle 


he now moved in, and how neceſſary poſ- 
ſeſſions are, to ſtamp a value on merit, 


which is too often overlooked in obſcurity; 


that every thing he had was a gift from the 


bounty of Mr. Nelſon ; that it was by no 
means permanent, or his by any other te- 


nure than the will of the donor : ſhe con- 
vinced him of the extenſiveneſs of his 
f obligations, though they ſhould ceaſe 
ſooner, and without that termination #7 
which he might flatter himſelf would be 


the conſequence; ſince the advantage of a 


liberal education could never fail him; 


from thence he would derive a ſource of 


utility and pleaſure, that would accompany 


E 3 him 
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him to his lateſt days, and provide him 
the means of maintaining himſelf with 
honour and credit, ſhould all other re- 


ſources be removed from him. 


Theſe admonitory lectures had, no 
doubt, their due weight with a lad of 
good underſtanding, and well diſpoſed, as 
Alfred was. He revered, he idolized his 
mother, and wiſhed for an independent 
fortune for nothing ſo much as to con- 
vince her of his affection, by placing her 
in a ſituation moſt congenial to her turn 
of mind. 5 


There was a ſingularity of character in 
Mr. Nelſon, which, although Mrs. Har- 
ley, who was all compliance and attention, 


never pointed out to her ſon, yet ſoon be- 
came viſible to him. He had fixed prin- 
ciples 
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ciples of what he thought right and wrong, 
which it was not an eaſy taſk to make him 
recede from, notwithſtanding they ſeldom 
ſquared with the opinion of others: it was 
ſufficient they were the children of his 
fancy, to adopt them with all the zeal that 
could inflame a martyr. Mrs. Harley 
never ſought to combat them: Alfred 
would now and then enter his caveat 
againſt outrẽ prejudices; but reſpect to a 
look of diſapprobation from his mother 
would check him on the inſtant; though 
he ſometimes felt great difficulty in con- 
cealing his chagrin, when the old gentle- 
man (who eſteemed charity even in an 
higher degree than St. Paul himſelf, as his 
creed was, that it did not only cover, but 
cancel a multitude of ſins) would unplea- 
ſantly enough give proofs of his predilec- 
tion for that virtue, by inſtancing how 

Bs - much 
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much he had done for perſons ſo diſtantly 
related to him as the Harleys. 


Emily conſidered theſe little zrairs in 
his character as no other than the taxes we 
are obliged to pay to government for its 
protection; they are evils, but every one 
muſt ſubmit to them, She felt more for 
him, than for herſelf, on theſe occaſions; as 
ſhe feared his opinions would make him a 
ſubj ect of ridicule to thoſe who, though 
they would laugh>et his foibles, would 
never take example from his virtues. She 
well knew he meant not to diſtreſs any 
one, notwithſtanding he could not reſiſt 

the vanity of erecting a temporary throne 
for his own praiſe. 


In the ſeries of years they had lived 
er, he never once mentioned any 


future 
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future 3 plan for Alfred; which indeed 
gave her more true concern than a thou- 
ſand particularities in his conduct could 
have done. He was now eighteen, and 
nothing yet had been propoſed; when one 
day ſne aſſumed courage to hint, that as 
he had received ſo accompliſhed an educa- 
tion, ſne was half inclined to have him in- 
troduced to his uncle Harley. 

« What! ” interrupted the old  gentle-. 
man quickly, « to have him take the boy 
© out of my hands, and have the credit of 


ec his firſt appearance in life?“ 


Mrs. Harley trembled at the eagerneſs 
of Mr. Nelſon, and haſtily juſtified: herſelf 
from ſuch an idea; adding, her only i inten- 
tion was, that he might bluſh for having 


= thus long neglected even to inquire after 


E 5 „ 


= 
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the only ſurvivor of his hapleſs brother, 


who would do honour to his family. 


c“ No, no,” ſaid Mr. Nelſon, „ we want 
ce nothing of him.” 

It was natural for a fond mother to col- 
ject materials enough from this, to build a 
ſtrong hope upon; and yet ſo cautious was 
ſhe of flattering ſuch a hope in her ſon, 
that ſhe concealed her own ; and on his diſ- 

covering a joy, ſo common in young and 
ſanguine minds, ſne diſcouraged it as much 
as poſſible. 5 


Alfred now was ſent to finiſh his edu- 
cation at Oxford : but ſo determined was 
he to have no choice beyond what Mr. 
Nelſon and his mother ſhould fix for him, 
that he knew not to what ſcience or pro- 
feſſion 
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feſlon to bend his ſtudies. He contracted 
ſome very good acquaintances,and between 


them, and his acquirement of the different 
branches of knowledge, he paſſed his time 


very pleaſantly. 


It happened he was at home, in one of 


the vacations, when he attained the age of 


twenty- one: on which day Mr. Nelſon 


preſented him with a valuable gold watch 


and appendages, accompanied with a 


pocket-book containing a note for two hun- 
dred pounds. He ſtopped his grateful ac- 
knowledgments by turning to Mrs. Har- 
ley— Now, couſin,” ſaid he, © tell me 
A» your thoughts. Have you any objection 


ce to your ſon going into the church? I 


e have a good living which has juſt fallen, 


* and I can get it held for him, till he is 


E6 She 
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She readily declared ſhe had no wiſh, 
but his will, in the eſtabliſhment he had ſo 
good a 180 to regulate. 5 
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ments of Alfred, reſpect for the perſons 
before him made him acquieſce, without 
the ſmalleſt objection being ſtarted. It 
was then ſettled, that, for the future, his 
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ſtudies ſhould be confined to religious ex- 
erciſes; and he returned to Oxford, to fit 
himſelf for the clerical life. 
The living, which was five hundred a 
year, was preſented to a neighbouring di- 
vine, who was under ſome particular obli- 
gations to Mr. Nelſon, and who ſcrupled 
not to accept it for a time, till Alfred had 
paſſed the neceſſary degrees. 1 
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FOR FATHERS. 385 
He entered immediately on his lectures 
in divinity, and looked forward to his ſnug 
rectory, and all the rural combrarts: of a 


country parſon : above all, he anticipated 


the pleaſure and ſatisfaction of having a 


permanent home for his beloved mother. 


Mrs. Harley now experienced more ſe- 


renity of heart than ſhe had known for 


upwards of twenty years. In the eſtabliſh- 
ment of. her ſon ſhe contemplated a moſt 
deſirable aſylum for herſelf ; hoping that, in 


his filial arms, all her cares would be 


huſhed to peace: ſhe hoped too, whenever 


he made choice of a partner for life, he 


would be guided by ſuch principles, and 


attached to ſuch a character, as would in- 
creaſe their mutual wanne inſtead of 
diminiſhing i it, 


| Alfred 
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Alfred could not take poſſeſſion of his 
living till the age of twenty-four, to which 
period he wanted about a year and a half, 
when their good friend, Mr. Nelſon, was 
attacked by an alarming fit of the gout, 


which in a week carried him off. 


On inſpection of the will, it was found 
he had left an annuity of two hundred 


per annum on Mrs, Harley, and a legacy 


of five hundred pounds to Alfred, for 


the purpoſe, as it is ſaid, of furniſhing his 
rectory. 


Many people, who readily enough cen- 
ſured the partiality of the old man during 


his life-time, and ſpoke freely of adopt- 
ing diſtant couſins, to the prejudice of 


nearer relations, now as violently exclaimed 
againſt the cruelty of breeding up a youth 
| | Th with 
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FOR FATHERS. 87 
with the expectation of being his heir, and 
then only making a poor parſon of him, 
It is difficult to act fo as te procure the 
praiſe of every one: it is almoſt impoſſible. 


Theſe murmurers are of a tribe never to 


be ſatisfied. We muſt not judge from 


a part, but take the whole into conſi- 


deration. 


It 1s true, the ſum of five hundred 


pounds is but trifling: but the education 
of Alfred had coſt more than three times 


as much, and he was in expectation of that 
ſum yearly from his living; Mrs. Harley 
had been ſupported near twenty years, and 


a good annuity was bequeathed to her. 
Becauſe a perſon has done a great deal for 


us, are we to expect it as a right, that they 
ſhould do a great deal more ? 


4 Mr. 


arrangement. 


3 THE SCHOOL 
Mr. Nelſon had relations, who, though 


not very dear to him, had yet a natural 
right to the greater part of his fortune: 
nor was he ſo very rich as many of his 


neighbours believed, becauſe his charities 


were extenſive. Upon the whole, then, 


he merited not ſo much blame as thoſe, 


whom it noways concerned, or who would 
have given five ſhillings to have it other- 
wiſe, choſe to caſt upon his memory and 
each party intereſted 3 in the diſpoſal of his 


fortune were very well ſatisfied with the 


Neither Alfred or his mother ever 


locked further than a competency ; which 


was thus, in a manner, ſecured to 


them: and the relations, who ſucceeded to 


the remainder, found themſelves ſo much 


| better off than they expected, that they 
: were 
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FOR FATHERS. 8g 
were full of acknowledgements to Mrs, 
Harley and her ſon; particularly the for- 
mer, who had taken ſome pains to adjuſt 

2 difference between them and Mr. Nel- 
ſon, ſome years previous to his death, and 
the date of the will. 


Alfred had now taken the neceſſary de- 
grees, but did not chooſe to aſſume the 
gown till the reſignation of the living had 


4 


been made i in form- 


When the time arrived, he wrote to 
Doctor Taylor, acquainting him with the 
circumſtance of his being of proper age, 
and reminding him that he ſhould be ready, 
whenever it ſuited the Doctor's conveni- 
ency, to diſencumber him of the trouble of 


officiating at the rectory. 


He 


SG THE SCHOOL 


He received for anſwer, that the Doctor 
ce was extremely ſurpriſed at the nature of 
ce the letter he had juſt had the honour of 
< receiving. He had accepted the truſt 
&« from his good friend and patron, Mr. 
re Nelſon (now with God), and had found 
te no trouble in performing the duties of 
« his cure, which, from his good ſtate of 
cc health, he doubted not, with the bleſſing 
cc of Heaven, he ſhould continue to enjoy 


cc for many years,” 


—_— 


Thunderſtruck with this anſwer, Alfred 
prepared a reply, demanding the reſigna- 
tion of the living, according to a ſti pulation 
between his honoured friend deceaſed and 
him (the Doctor). This the pious prelate 
treated very cavalierly : he talked much of 
his attachment to the canons of the church, 
which rendered ſuch buſineſs illegal; and 

| ſimony 


FOR FATHERS. 97 
fimony was the laſt crime he would be 
guilty of: diſcourſed of his love for his 
church, in the language of Solomon's 


ſongs, as if it was his wife; a divorce 
from which, he ſaid, could not be effected 
but by mutual conſent, or ſome fault, 
deemed by law of conſequence enough to 
diſſolve the union. This, he jocoſely 
added, was oor the caſe, He loved his 
benefice, and his- benefice loved him 
cheriſhing and ſupporting each other in 
ſickneſs and in health. He had been true 
and faithful to his wife, the church; ſhe 
had never complained of his neglect of his 
duties, nor ſhould wy thing but death 
part them. | 


As this was a ſpecies of correſpondence 
by no means ſuited to the taſte of Alfred, 
he determined to engage ſome man of the 


law, 


ru sono. 

law, to teach juſtice and equity to the 
man of the goſpel; but as there is no 
agreement that can ſtand good in law, 
where the matter in diſpute is according 
to the canons unlawful (although ſuch 
things are done every day, and the good 
Doctor knew the intentions of Mr, Nel- 
ſon when he requeſted him to hold the liv 
ing), he very calmly gave up thoſe rrifling 
points of juſtice and equity, exclaiming i 1n 


the words of Shylock ; <* It is not in the 
© bond. I do not ſee it in the bond.“ 


The obſtinacy of this ſon of the church 
Was a matter of ſerious conſequence to Al- 
fred, as he began to fear he ſhould find 
great difficulty in combating it, unleſs he 
could either frighten him into compliance, 
or bribe him high enough to make the 
1 reſignation worth his while, For the firſt 

| <p; 8 he 
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he was too cunning, and too well con- 
vinced no proof could be brought, and he 
laughed at the idea of having his charac- 
ter expoſed, as much as he affected to be 
offended at the ſuppoſition that he would 
countenance ſo grievous a ſin as ſimony, 5 
which he would no more be guilty of 
committing than hereſy or ſchiſm. 


| It was a cruel diſappointment to a 
2 young man who had really been taught to 
depend on this aſſurance of the reſignation 
as much as that he ſhould demand it; but 
after conſulting various learned men on 
the ſubject, he found, to his infinite con- 

cern, that there was no chance of redreſs; 
and to this day the conſcientious Doctor 
Taylor enjoys the fruits of his labour in 
the Lord's vineyard, without the ſmalleſt 
compunction of ſpirit from any imperti- 


nent 


— 
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nent reflection, that he withholds another 
man's right. 


Thus did Alfred, by the death of one 
man, and the injuſtice of another, ſee him- 
ſelf deprived of his future hopes of ſub- 
ſiſtence, when thoſe hopes had juſt led 

him to a much dearer one of making that 
ſubſiſtence a happy reſource to his mother, 
and ſtill more of enabling him to offer his 
hand to one of the lovelieſt and moſt 
amiable of women, with whom he had 
ſome months before become acquainted ; 
whoſe friendſhips he had been honoured 
with, and who had made a ſenſible impreſ- | 
fion on his heart. | f 


— 


In the midſt of his diſappointment and 
affliction, he derived this conſolation, that 
he had not actually declared himſelf the 

. lover 
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t lover of Elwina, - though he had vowed 
never to be ſo to any other; and it was 
plain to ſee, that although nothing but 
friendſhip and eſteem were avowed on her 
part, no other man had any chance of ſuc- 


ceeding with her. 


But I ſhall ceaſe to dwell on this part 
of Alfred's hiſtory. Fhe correſpondence 
began before this period. The minds of 
Alfred and Elwina were too congenial 
not to aſſimilate towards each other. 
Their acquaintance began while the latter 
was on a viſit in the neighbourhood of 
Mrs. Harley ; who, after the death of Mr. 
Nelſon, had taken a ſmall ready- furniſhed 
| houſe in a village on the weſt of London, 
where 
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where ſhe meant to reſide till her fon was 
ſettled in his rectory. 


If with ſo good a proſpect before him, 
Alfred thought himſelf inferior to Elwina 
(who indeed, in point of merit, could 
ſcarcely meet her equal, though her for- 
tune could not be ſuppoſed to be large, 
there being many in family, and moſt pro- 
bably the elder brother would have the 
greater ſhare of the good things of this 
world), how much did he now think him- 
ſelf fallen below the hope of aſpiring to 
her L Nothing but his regard to his mo- 
ther's peace of mind prevented him going 
abroad directly; ſo very difficult did he 
foreſee it to ſuppreſs his affection for El- 
wina, or keep it within due bounds, 
which prudence ala to him as pro- 
Per, 
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per, both for her fake and his own. He 
might indeed have purchaſed a living, as 
he had rather more than three thouſand 
pounds in poſfeſfion ; but as that would be 
leaving all the future hopes of his family 
dependant on the caſualty of his life, he 
could not. give it a thought. -He then 
immediately relinquiſhed. all ideas of the 
church, as his beſt proſpe& would be the 
privilege of ſtarving like a gentleman, 
on a poor curacy. Indeed his inclinations 
were never fixed on a clerical life, but he 
complied intirely becauſe he ſaw both his 

mother and Mr. Nelſon had made choice 
of it for him; ; and he was determined 
| his conduct ſhould never diſgrace his Pro- 8 
felſion. 2 


15 
ie world was now in arms: and he 
bluſhed, at his age, to ruſt in inglorious 
Vor. I. F eaſe 
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| eaſe and obſcurity, when every young man 


ſeerned particularly called upon to draw his 
ſword againſt the combined foes of his 
country ; France at this time having juſt 
begun her treacherous alliance with the 
deluded and rebellious Americans, which | 


circumſtance threatened, and indeed pro- 


duced a general war. 


A martial ſpark, ſo natural in a youth 


of ſpirit, who felt with indignation the in- 


juries of his country, had now and then 


emanated from the ſoul of Alfred; but 


his mother with that anxious fondneſs, ; 
quite as natural, when in looking on him 
ſhe beheld all the treaſure which repeated 


7 tempeſts and ſtorms had left her, ceaſed not 


to repreſs his ardour as much as poſſible. 
She painted with the energy of truth the 


miſeries of war. Theſe pictures, however, 


would 


> 
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would not have made much impreſſion on 
him. Every one hopes for ſucceſs in 
himſelf, and thinks he ſhall come off vic- 
torious: beſides, dangers, beheld at a diſ- 
tance affect us in a trifling degree. But he 
could not ſhut his eyes and ears to the ef- 
fect his reſolution had on his beloved mo- 
ther, whenever he but ſlightly mentioned 
it; or whenever, with a glowing cheek he 
ſpoke with envy of the Britiſh youth, 
whoſe arms were gloriouſly employed in ſo 
good a cauſe, a deadly. pale would over- 
ſpread her features; i tears would ruſh into | 
her eyes; and if i in company, ſhe would 
be conſtrained to quit the room, to give 
vent to a torrent of grief. On ſuch occa- 
ſions Alfred would follow her, and with 
all the ſoothing tenderneſs of filial ca- 
reſſes, would vow to give up all thoughts 
of a life which ſhould for one moment 
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wo THE SCHOOL 
embitter hers, He would carefully guard 
his expreſſions before her; but whenever 
he could talk freely on the ſubject, he la- 
mented his ſituation, which condemned 
him to lead a life of ſhameful inactivity, 
or wound that boſom, whoſe only bleſſing 
he too plainly ſaw was his ſociety in 
Kerr. 


I have ſaid Elwina was one of many 
children : : her father had been very ſuc- 


| ceſsful i in his profeſſion, which was that of 
| a wholeſale grocer; but he was one of that 
numerous tribe who like to be the head of 
a family. His eldeſt ſon Was, therefore, 
educated for a gentleman ; ; and the two 
younger, that they alſo might be gentle- 


men by profeſſion, Were brought up to the 
law 


= 
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law and the church. For this fooliſh 
man unhappily deſpiſed trade, although 
the chief of his poſſeſſions were acquired 
in conſequence of his ſteady adherence to 
it for near forty years. From this little 
trait it may be preſumed Mr. Bedford 
could not ſpare much money (when he 
had ſuch material claims for it) to por- 
tion off his daughters; and therefore 


when the ' viſible attention and partiality 


of Alfred was firſt perceived by him, he 
was not diſpleaſed. He was received in 
the family with that kind of diſtinguiſhed 
preference which fathers and mothers 


uſually ſhew to men they rather hope 


will ſoon declare themſelves: and indeed, 
independent of this view, it was impoſſi- 
ble not to feel a partiality for ſuch a man 
as Alfred; His perſon was formed in the 
finiſhed mould of beauty. His height was 
„ „!.. 


1 
* 
} 
2 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
ö 
N 
: 
? 
f 
i 
i 
4 
| 
* 
[ 
| 
| 
[ 
| 


12 THE SCHOOL 
juſt of that point when the graceſul be- 
gins; eyes of dark hazel, with all the fire 
and brilliancy of that colour ; but when 
fixed on Elwina, had all the impaſſioned | 
ſoftneſs of blue; a complexion ſufficient- 
Iy freſh to indicate health and a good con- 
ſtitution, without that ruſtic ruddineſs that 
will, in ſpite of its beauty, convey an idea 
of vulgarity. His mouth and lips were 
the handſomeſt I ever ſaw, and I believe 
it would be difficult to decide whether 
they looked more enchanting when open 
or cloſed ; when the latter was the caſe, 
each corner was beautifully dimpled ; and 
when his elegantly-formed lips ſeparated, 
he diſcloſed the fineſt ſet of teeth in the 
world. Such was the exterior of Alfred! 
a name which he obtained from having 
performed the character in the maſque of 
that name, when at ſchool. 


The 
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The intellectual part, I ſhould hope my 


readers are at preſent a little acquainted 


with ; they will ſee nothing in his letters 
to contradict the good report I have made 
of him. 


Elwina had not ſo much critical beau 


ty, either in her form or features; but 


there was ſomething | irreſiſtibly rouching 


in her whole manner ; it was impoſſible 


for any ſex or age to be two hours in her 


company, without loving and being im- 


proved by her. 1 never ſhall forget the 
firſt time 1 was ſo happy as to ſee her. 1 


felt my ſoul aſſimilate towards her as if they 


| had been formerly acquainted, It has 


been united to her ever ſince. 1 
| F 4 were 
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were we {eparated ? why am I left to de- 
plore ſo much virtue and ſweetneſs? It 
was my pride, my glory to think we had 

filter ſouls; why was not mine placed in 
the ſame delicate mould as hers? Why 
ſhould the ſtorm that ſhook her to the 
ground, only rive off my branches, yet 
leave the root to put forth freſh ſhoots, 
when its companion, its ſupport and orna- 
ment, is blaſted for ever? Why am I re- 
ſerved to be the painful hiſtorian, when I 
ſhould have been moſt happy to have 
had ſome pitying friend ſay of qs, 


cc : They were 10 in their lives, P 
« And in death they d not divided. 

| 3 133 
But Heaven thought it "ently 5 
chould live to celebrate the praiſe of my 


beloved 
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beloved friend; ſhe, whoſe character 
and conduct has been vilified by her 
moſt unnatutal brother! His pride, his 
-arrogance, are too well-known among 
thoſe who have the misfortune to be 
connected with, or allied to him. Was. 
it not enough that ſhe ſacrificed her life 
to her prudence? Was her love and her 
honour too to be given up to ſatisfy 
his malevolent heart? Though un- 
bleſſed by affluence and riches, ſhe 
might at this time, even at. this mo- : 
ment, been rich in the happineſs of 
giving and receiving felicity with the 
amiable choice of her affections; ſhe 
might have been in poſſeſſion of thoſe 
heart-felt joys, he can never experience, 
becauſe he is unworthy of en £ 
might have been happy too: But it 

F 5 is 
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is all over. Be appeaſed then, thou 
wretched, turbulent Claudio! The cold 
grave has ſhielded thy lovely ſiſter from 
thy future malice, 
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ALTRED TO ELWIN A. 
| | 1190 K 
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Mriltlien the beginning of the. Year 17790 


Wu. my amiable friend pardon 


the preſumption of a young man, 
1 


who has dared to conſtrue an expreſſion 


% 


ſhe let fall the other evening, as a on 
ii 12 
aſſurance that the will not be mortally 


offended with him for writing, to | her dura 
ing his excurſion ? ? Or will ſhe not rather 
F 6 ſeel 
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feel additional cauſe for anger at his bold- 


ty endeavouring to ſhelter his impertinence 
under ſo facred a ſanction? 


Tell me, Elwina, have 1 greatly erred 
in my tranſlation of the text, and will 
you allow me to comment upon it? You 
ſee how naturally I tread in the path that 
is chalked out for me, and adopt the ſtyle, 
as I ſoon ſhall the habit, of a pulpit ora- 
tor. 


But do you remember the converſa- 


tion? 7 can never forget it. You bore 


too great a ſhare in it to admit of the 


traces ever being worn from the tablet of 


my memory. Beſi des, the fentiment was 
fo congenial with my own ideas. The 


ſubject was intereſting to me, who was ſo 


foon to quit the ſociety, above all others, 


formed 
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formed to make me happy, and give me 
ſufficient reaſon to regret the many weeks 
that I ſhould be neceſſarily prevented from 
rejoining it, I was making ſome melan- 
choly reffections, when the four of your 
melodious voice, and the fentiments you 
uttered, adding ſweetneſs to the ſweets, 
rouſed me to the ſtricteſt attention, and 
hatched comforts in my ſoul. 


« ] can never believe (you ſaid) that 
6 the abſence of friends can be ſo painful, 
dc when they ſo ſeldom avail themſelves 
c of the only- privilege to foften it, and 
« which is in the power of every one. For 
ec why, when they have the bleſt means 
of ſpeeding the ſoft intercourſe from pole to 
e pole, and pouring forth all their bearts, 
* they ſhould ſit penſively and unſociably 
« * down, without telling thoſe they have 
> « left 
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« left behind, that they ever think of 
« them, is much beyond my idea of 
ce things. I ſhall never flatter myſelf that 
« a friend regrets my abſence, who omits 
any opportunity of telling me ſo by 


cc © heayen-formed letters.” 


0 Elwina! dare I aſving to your friend- 
"TRE ? Will the moſt charming of women 
allow me to place myſelf on that diſtin- 
guiſhed liſt? Will ſhe allow, during this 
painful ſeparation from all that is pleaſ- 
ing and elegant, now and then to addreſs 
her with my pen? Have I miſconſtrued 
| your words ? Is it vanity? (too inherent to 
young men, and which the attentions 

you have honoured me with could almoſt 
juſtify ) Oh! is it all vanity ? And am J 


looked on only as the common routine of 


acquaintance - that viſit at the houſe of 
| . 
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Mrs. M— ? Forgive me, forgive me; El- 
wina, if a too ſuſceptible heart has for 
| ſome moments thought otherwiſe, and 
flattered itſelf, on comparing your behavi- 
our to myſelf, with that to ſome others, I 
have perceived a difference that has 
thrilled through every nerve. 


I really wonder at my own temerity. 
Believe me, my hand trembles, and my 
heart beats painfully while I write theſe 
lines; uncertain whether they will be a 
prelude to the moſt wiſhed-for correſpon- 
dence ; or whether it will not force you to 
drive the arrogant, the aſpiring Alfred 
from your preſence for ever. Judge then, 
Elwina, what are my feelings at this in- 
fant ;—1I leave off—I hefitate—ſomething 
impels me to make the trial—TI dare hard- 
7 ly proceed=-I dare not look back—l 
„ | | could 
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could almoſt wiſh---yet 1 wilt fend this; 
1 am fore 1 ſhould not mend it, if I was 
to begin it afreſh, as my agitation in- 
creaſes each moment. 1 do not preſume 


to intreat you to anſwer this incoherent 


letter. I mean to be at Mrs. M 5 


on Wedneſday next. The week after, 1 
purpoſe to ſet off for Oxford, to keep my 
laſt term there, previous to my aſſuming 
the black robe. On Wedneſday How 


ſhall ſupport myſelf till then ?—On Weck 
neſday I ſhall fee e Elvina. 


Yes, in your lovely eyes E ſhall read 


my deſtiny ; from your lips I flatter my- 
{elf I ſhall receive pardon for this pre- 
ſumption. If (which Heaven forbid ) you 
 thould really ſee it in the light which 
Jome women would (but fuch I ſhould 
never offend), what will become of me? I 
| feet 
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feet my ſentiments for you muſt ever re- 
main the ſame: that is, I muſt, while 1 
have ſenfe and diſcernment; revere and 
admire worth, ſweetneſs, and all that is 
amiable in your ſex. Burt grant, kind 
Heaven, that I may rather love with grati- 
tude, than adore with trembling, 


ö Yours, moſt truly, 
Alfred, 


LETTER. 


1 
— ꝛä 7 -m, , 


dener 
could almoſt wiſh---yet I will fend this; 
f am fure 1 mould not mend it, if 1 was 


to begin it afreſh, as my agitation in- 


creaſes each moment. I do not preſume 


to intreat you to anſwer this incoherent 


letter. I mean to be at Mrs. 1 


| on Wedneſday next. The week after, 1 


purpoſe to ſet off for Oxford, to keep my 
laſt term there, previous to my affuming 
the black robe. On Wedneſday How 
ſhallI ſupport myſelf till then ?—On Wed- 


e I ſhall fee Elwina. 


Yes, in your lovely eyes 1 ſhall read 
my deſtiny ; from your lips I flatter my- 
ſelf I ſhall receive pardon for this pre- 
ſumption. If (which Heaven forbid I) you 
thould really ſee it in the light which 


ome women would (but ſuch 1 ſhould 


never offend), what will become of me? 1 
| feel 
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feel my ſentiments for you muſt ever re- 


main the ſame : that is, I muſt, while 1 
have ſenfe and diſcernment; revere and 

admire worth, ſweetneſs, and all that is 

amiable in your ſex. But grant, kind 

Heaven, that I may rather love with grati- 
tude, than adore with trembling, 


Tours, moſt truly, 
Alfred. 


LETTER. 


| 
| 
| 


met with; and, to adopt the language of 
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LET TER © 


ELWIWA TO ALFRED. 


Friday Evening. 


1 CANNOT forgive my ſeeming diſin- 
genuity on Wedneſday laſt, How - 

could I coldly ſay, I forgave you, for the 

moſt pleaſing inſtance of friendſhip I ever 


Alfred, /o congenial to my own ideas? How 
could my lips do fo little juſtice to my 
heart? 
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heart? They ought to have told you 1 
accepted your offered friendſhips with the 
utmoſt delight and ſatisfaction; that 1 


E had, even before you requeſted it, placed 


you on the diſtinguiſhed liſt of my 
friends; I will own more; I already ſee 
vou at the head of it. It is your merit, 
and 4 very moderate ſhare of diſcernment 
in 8 that have procured you that 


em inence. by” 


J ovght to feel more friendſhip for you 
than to regret your abſence. It is too ad- 
vantageous to you to clear me from 
ſelfiſnneſs in wiſhing your journey could 
be poſtponed till I quit this vicinity. Lou 
ſee how little you know me, when you 
aſcribe ſo much virtue to me; but we 
ſhall be. better acquainted ; and I truft 
11 e you 
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you will act the moſt uſeful part of friend- 
ſhip, telling me of my faults, and not 
flattering fancied perfections, leſt I ſhould 
be vain and filly enough to think I really 
e them. 


You were extremely good to ſend a 
meſſage of inquiry yeſterday. I ſhould 
have been happy in a high degree, had it 
been a written inſtead of a verbal compli 
ment. But I have no one to blame but 
myſelf. I am convinced the abfurdity of 
my behaviour on Wedneſday would make 
you draw inferences unfavourable to ſuch 
an intention. I know not what ailed me. 


I am ſeriouſly vexed with myſelf; and, 
notwithſtanding appearances were then ſo 
ſtrongly againſt me, I will aſſure Alfred, 1 
am neither ungrateful or inſenſible, and that 

; his 
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his eſteem and correſpondence will ever 


be cheriſhed as very great additions to the 
| happineſs of 


: Elwina. 


\ LETTER. 
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rn 


ALFRED To ELIVIN A. 


BEGIN to think the only fault 1 
ſhall ever find with Elwina, will be 
the having turned the head of a once very 
tolerable young man. Bur how ſhould it 
be otherwiſe? Oh! Elwina, if ever you 
ſhould change your mind ; if, by any cir- 


cumſtance, or cruel event, you ſhould 


ceaſe to honour me with your friendſhip, 


what muſt become of the undone Alfred ? 


But why cloud over the joy, that at this 


moment 
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moment expands my boſom, with ſo bitter 
an anticipation? Elwina is too amiable, 
too juſt to be capricious ; and though ſhe 
may blame the weakneſs of the head, will 
pity the feelings of the heart; a heart 
that glows with eſteem of the moſt per- 
fect nature, and will endeavour to emu- 
late her worth, till it-renders itſelf; if poſ- 
ſible, a counterpart of her own! 


And have you the goodneſs to wiſh I 
might not quit this place, now become 
dear to me from being your temporary 
reſidence? Alas! why does neceſſity urge 
me to leave you? And yet, but for ne- 
ceſſity, I ſhould tire you with my com- 
pany. Oh, Elwina, it is too rich a repaſt 
to be with you © every day, and all the 
« day.” How bleſt ſhould I be, to be 
| certain 


U 
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certain of enjoying your converſation one 
day in a week as long as I lived! the re- 
maining fix would be paſſed in felicitouſiy 
antedating the next happy day, or dwet- 
ling with gratitude and rational delight on 

the retroſpect of the laſt. | 


I will not make any comment on Wed- 
neſday, only ] will juſt obſerve Elwina is 
too ſevere in her ſtrictures on herſelf. 
That man muſt be undeſerving the friend- 
ſhip and eſteem of an amiable woman, 
who could urge, with importunity, conceſ- Þ 
fions in his favour. And he muſt be blind 
and inſenfible who does not ſee and grate- tf 
fully acknowledge, in the ſoft timid eye 
of modeſt beauty, all that ought to ſatis 
fy his honeſt wiſhes. 


A: . Adieu! 
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Adieu! To-morrow I ſhall be the 
happieſt of earthly beings. I am to paſs 
the whole afternoon in the company of 
Elwina | | | ＋ 4 1 
ALFRED. 


Vat © LEES 
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DzTTEHR 65 


ALFRED TO ELWINA, 


1 AM now ſome miles from Elwina. 
My horſe has conveyed my body, but 
my mind is till with her. O bleft me- 
| mory, how rich are thy ſtores ] Imagina- 
tion! thou too art my friend. The dif- 
tance between me and the moſt amiable 

of women increaſes each hour. But in 
my mind's eye I view her till, I hear | 
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the ſofteſt, ſweeteſt accents vibrate on my 
ear, and my charmed and faithful recollec- 
tion tells me tis the voice of Elwina ! Only 
think of my preſumption! I have actu- 
ally two or three times caught myſelf 
ſinging that charming little Italian air 
you ſet to muſic. Oh, thoſe expreſſive 


lines! 


Il ſuo dolce, deſio 


Chi gli reſponde, ardo d'amore anch Lo. 


] was puniſhed ſuficiently for my au- 
dacity. I thought my notes ſounded as 
hoarſe as a raven's. My heart echoed the 
ſenſe, but I was unequal to expreſs the 
delicate harmony of a voice, which, even in 


common ſpeaking, 


Might create a ſoul under the ribs of 
death,” 


G 2 Now 
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Now do not call this hyperbole ; by 
my honour it is not. It is more true of 
you than I once thought it could be of 
any woman in the world; but then I had 
not ſeen, I had not converſed with El- 


And will you forgive my making it a 
queſtion? It is impious to doubt you. 
Will you devote a whole day to my dear 
mother? How good to propoſe it! and 
how doubly kind, to tell me it ſhall be 
next Wedneſday : the day fortnight when 
the aſpiring Alfred dared to raiſe his eyes to | 
read forgiveneſs i in Elwina's! How ſhall 
I with rapture greet each anniverſary of 
that bleſt day! The anniverſary? Oh, 
each weekly return; each day, that will 
not fail to add to my eſteem, my friend- | 
ſhip for the firſt of women ! 

How 
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How happy will be the moſt excellent 
of mothers, on Wedneſday next! A whole 
day with Elwina! O that I could in 
reality (as I ſhall in idea) fleal in be- 
tween the two on earth moſt dear to me. 
Such a parent! ſuch a friend! of what 
| ſhould. I dare complain? whom ſhould 
I envy? 


To- morrow I reach Oxford te dinner. 
I ſhall from thence write immediately to 
my mother, I fear Elwina will think IT 
intrude too much on her indulgence, if I 
preſume to write again very ſoon. Her 
letter muſt decide it. I will do nothing 
but as you authorize me. You ſhall be 
my directreſs, my guide, and from you [ 
will make no appeal. 


W437 May 
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May that Power I am going to invoke 
for your ſafety and welfare, ſhed his be- 
nigneſt influence on your head, prays your 
devoted 


ALFRED. 


LETTER 
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24-7 F 
EI WIA T © ALFRED. | 


IWedniſday Night, 


C7 E S, Alfred, I have paſſed a whole 
long day with the moſt excellent of 


women. I wonder not at your being ſo 
amiable. How muſt you have degene- 


rated from your maternal ſtock, had you 
been otherwiſe ! 


G 4 You 
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You never told me her ſtory. She 
entered on it by chance. She apologized 
when ſhe ſaw the tears I ſhed. From a 
common ſtranger the relation of ſuch 
woes would have wrung the tear of ſym- 
pathy from my heart. Sbe is the mother 
of Alfred.—I hardly knew what I did. —I 
looked on her as ſomething more than 
mgrtal, to have ſurvived ſuch griefs. I 


gazed on her, as if I feared, when ſhe 


ended ſpeaking, my earneſt eyes would 
loſe ſight of her, and ſhe would vaniſh like 
an apparition. I revered—I adored—T_ 
did more, I loved lerb⸗ ind withoht 
meaning to be improperly familiar with 
ſo reſpectable a perſon, 1 threw my arms 
round her neck, and wept on her boſom 
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1 muſt viſit her again. She did me the 
honour of ſaying, ' ſhe had experienced 
more relief and comfort from this day's 


converſation, than ſhe had known fo. 


many, many years. Tes, I will go to her: 
her piety and reſignation will be admi- 
rable leſſons for me, if it ſhould pleaſe 
Heaven to chaſtiſe me with afflictions. My 
God ! what a ſeries of misfortunes has ſhe 


endured ! 


I wonder not at your. filial regard for 
ſuch a mother. I ſhould hate you, if you 
was not as truly ſenſible as you are of her 


tranſcendent goodneſs. _ 


For Heaven's ſake never beſtow praiſes 
on me again; a poor inſignificant atom 
in the creation, when compared to Mrs. 

e Harley! 
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Farley! I ſunk ſo low in my own eſtima- 
tion, that had not her careſſes lifted me 


into ſome degree of conſequence again, I 
could not have ſupported my own ideas of 
inferiority. - 


I do not expect to ſleep this night. 
My thoughts are continually with your 


dear mother. Since ſupper, I attempted 


to give Mrs. M—— ſome relation, bur 
my tears would not allow me. She has 
not a ſoul for theſe things: it was caſt 
in a very common mould. I have heard 
of every- day beauties 4 Mrs. M—— has 
an every-day mind. Her pleaſures and 


pains have been ſuited to her ſtrength moſt 


admirably. I do not mean to be ſevere, 
but J think that Pope's general ſarcaſm 


on the ſex 1 very well be ere to 
| her. 


FOR FATHERS. 137 
her. She has certainly leſs of character 
in her, than moſt women I know. There | 
is no trait by which you will know to- 
day what ſort of woman ſhe will be to- 
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« She's cry thing by ſtarts, and nothing long :” 


Except, let it be remembered, that 


ſhe is very good- natured ; which, 


old lady of my acquaintance 105 5 is 


almoſt the ſevereſt thing you can ſay 


of any one. In ſhort, you, ſay it when 


you cannot find any thing elſc to 0 . in their 


favour. 


1 muſt tell you I received your letter 


from Henley yeſterday. You ſay you will 


be guided by me. Then poſitively you 


muſt write no more ſuch letters. I wiſhed 
G 6 to 
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to have read it to your mother; * you 
know; as my friend, you ought to write 
nothing but what I could read to her: But 
ſuch praiſe! Pray do vou chink my head 
and heart equally as impenetrable, as ada- 
mant? For mercy's ſake proportion your 
attack upon them to their natural ſtrength. 
ge I do not approve of ſuch flat- 
1 had a. better opinion of myſelf 
. to believe you could ſuppoſe I 
ſhould be pleaſed with ſuch adulation. 
For although ſweet is praiſe from thoſe, 
cc &c.” yet 1 remember too, that © praiſe 
« undeſerved is ſatire in diſguiſe.” 
| That I have ing trifling qualifications 
which happen to be to your taſte, is very 
85 likely. I will give you credit for your 
diſcovery: and moreover, 1 will ſtrive 
to become as perſect as your partial, ; 
but, 


# 
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but, I fear, | erring judgment has pro- 


nounced me to be. Adieu, and good 
night. 
Very ſincerely Vours, 
ELWINA. 


— 


. = * 
* my 
Ws —— 8 i # 
: 3 a Z ; * 
1 * — p . 
a * * 2 
-- now M4 ws. - ei * 
* 


| * 


134 THE SCHOOL 
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ALlFRED TO ELWINA. 


ND has my reſpectable parent be- 
guiled the gentle Elwina of her 
tears? Why was not Alfred preſent to 
wipe the precious drops from the lovelieſt 
eyes in the world? Oh Elwina, ſay not 
that 1 flatter. By all my hopes of happi- 
neſs, I ſpeak not with half the energy 
that 1 feel your perfect worth. If I did, 
you might then accuſe me of flattery; 
Jo 4 | though 
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though ftill I ſwear, I ſhould be inno- 
cent of it. 


Where have you concealed yourſelf all 
this time? How is it poſſible you ſhould 
have remained ſingle till the age of twenty 
three? It appears marvellous to me. Yet 
I ceaſe not to thank Heaven for the cir- 
cumſtance; for had ſome happy youth 
been bleſt with your hand and heart, where 
would you have found room for friendſhip for 
Alfred ? Your acquaintance he might have 
been, but. he could never have aſpired— 
nay, he then would not have wiſhed to 
be your friend. 


Laſt night there was an aſſembly at 
3 I went to it, becauſe I was a ſub- 
1 ſeriber. 
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ſeriber. I danced not, becauſe I met with 
no one that I liked: what have you not to 


anſwer for, for having made me ſo diffi- 
cult to pleaſe, ſo more than indifferent to 
every other woman? I looked with a ſcru- 
tinizing eye over the bevy of beauties ; 
but ſomething was wanting: I find“ Tis 
not a ſet of features J admire.” Tis 
ſenſibility; tis expreſſion ; tis —it is El- 
Vvina! 


I was called a ſtupid fellow by half the 
; aſſembly, and thought ſo, perhaps, by 
the whole. To make my peace, I 
pleaded indiſpoſition, and, indeed, I was 
indiſpoſed for dancing with any one there = 
and to avoid the appearance of idly filling 
up a place where I had no mee Ir re- 

tired very early. NN 


To 
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To ſay I thank you, Elwina, for your 
letter, is ſaying nothing; yet I know not 
a language that can give me the expreſſion 
I want. None but your own ſweet words, 
and, the tone of your own ſweet voice, 
- would be equal to what I mean. 


To- day I begin to attend the lectures, 
which, I affure you, I ſhall be very dili- 
gent in doing; as the ſooner they a 
completed, the more time I have to think 
on thoſe, ſo dear to me a8 I left behind at 
Ls How long mall you yet , 


e 


| never leave me. Not a moment would L 


truſt you from my ſight, as 1 ſhould wiſh 
to exiſt only when you were by. Will 


you allow me to briog ; a meſſge f from that 


0 


lady i your houſe, when you return home?, 
Am 
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Am I too bold? If 1 am, tell me fo, 
but do not puniſh me by a refuſal ; I will 
not come often; only once in a great 
while, to give a little reliſh for life, by 
convincing me there are ſome pleaſures 
worth living for. i 


How beautiful the moon looked laſt 
night ! I wonder whether you ſaw 1 it in all 
the ſplendour of maturity, if I may uſe that 
_ expreſſion. 1 fixed my eyes on it, and, 
heaving a gentle figh, wiſhed that Elwina 
[might at that moment be employed the 


ſame way. Do you remember the paper 
in the Spectator, where two perſons made 
a reſolution, while abſent from each other, 
to devote half an hour i in a day to the ſe⸗ 


cret and ſilent᷑ c ontemplation of each other? ? 
What a divine feaſt ſuch pleaſures of the 
ima- 
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imagination afford! How happy ſhould I 
have been, if J could have known for a 
certainty you had been engaged in the 
ſame manner I was! It was in the aſſembly 
room too; but what is the world and 
all its little nonſenſe ? at a window in a 
room crowded with company; a band of 
mu fic, and ſixty couple dancing. Alfred 
was detached from them all ; neither ſound 
or buſtle affected him; I was as much 
alone as if on the wildeſt heath. My eyes 
were fixed on that beauteous planet, with 
no earthly being betwixt us but Elwina.-... 
Oh! God! how delicious was that half hour! 
The happineſs of ages was crowded into it, 
and I felt hurt, becauſe diſturbed, when 
the dance was finiſhed. My. elegant re- 


verie was broken in upon by noiſe and im- 
pertinence, and, as I faid, I left the room. : 
| tried to regain the train of thoughts that 


had occupied me, as I'drove home ; but 
they were not 'renewable. My ſober rea- 
ſon told me they were too wild, too excur- 


ſive; but, Elwina, not your own pure ſelf 
could be purer than | they were; not an 
idea floated on my fancy which © 
Angels might not hear, or virgins tell. 
bro! 101121 Ink 2 118 151 2433 £110 11 900835 2 
e 1 ; mid Dif9oB88 c1iwd:; 
The bell announces the hour for lecture. 
The head muſt now be employed: though 
IL think I could attend a lecture on hearts 
with more ſatisfaction. I wiſn I could ſee 
yours intire. How delightful ! And yet 
how ſhould I tremble on the examination, 
left I ſhould not ſee. the figure of Alfred in 
ſome little corper of it! Ob, may I not 
_ _ hope he has a ſmall ſhare? Never will he, 
by any action, deſerve to be diſcarded from 


2 
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ſo enviable a poſt. No, he ſwears on the 
altar of friendſhip and truth, the whole bu- 
ſineſs of his life ſhall be to merit the eſteein 
of the moſt amiable, the moſt admired of 
her ſex? Er a LT 0 | 
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piece of myrtle you broke off from a tree 
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ELWINA TO ALFRED, 


ELIEVE me, Alfred, your medi- 
tations by moon- liglit were ſo much 


in my own way, that I was highly grati- 


fied by your deſcription. Tt would be too 


fooliſh, or I could tell you a ſtory that 
might ſerve as a companion to it: but 


friendſhip may well excuſe what friendſhip 
alone occaſioned. So to have no conceal- 
ments from you; do you remember the 


in 


in Sir Thomas B—'s conſervatory ? I wore 
it all day, andin the night my heart ſmote 
me for having thrown it by, neglected, with 
ſome flowers I had gathered out of Mrs, 
Ms garden. The moon, which was ſo 
favourable to your contemplation, was no 
enemy to my attempt (though not at that 
time arrived at the ſplendour of maturity) 
tomards the preſeryation of the myrtle 
ſprig. By its bright light, I reſcued the 
almoſt expiring giſt I had received from 
bh... hand of Alfred; and placing it in 
water, found, by the next morning, it 


looked as if it would live a little longer. In 
that hope I put it into a pot of earth, 
where, I doubt not, it will take root, and 
grow a fine ſhrub. 1 claim a ſpace for it 


at your rectory, till when it ſhall be my 
care to nouriſh 3 it. 


Theſe 
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Theſe may be called the follies of 
friendſhip; but if each portion of our 
lives ſhould paſs as thoſe periods, when 
you were moralizing with the moon, and 
I was preſerving my ſprig of myrtle, 
what would become of the wiſdom of 
thoſe wiſe ones, who would laugh at us? 
I have ſeldom: been more pleaſurably em- 
ployed, than during my officious care, and 
anticipating, . perhaps, ſome future viſit to 
your little domain, when I might receive, 
with ſtill more delight, another piece of 
myrtle from your friendly hand. 
l have never read the paſſage you allude 
to in the Spectator, without feeling a ve- 
neration for friends of ſo much ſentiment. 
That I have met with one of the ſame de- 
licacy and ſenſibility, will ever be acknow- 8 
ledged with thankful gratitude. And 
| though 
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chough I did not, indeed, at the moment 
you mention, contemplate the ſame ob- 
ject, I conſider the adoration you paid 
the bright luminary, as a tribute for the 


ſervices her beams afforded me ſome nights 


before. However, for the future, the 
night of the full moon ſhall never wor un- 
heeded by 3 n on 1 * 2 
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If you are really fond of dancing, Iam 


ſorry you could not find a partner, who 
could, for a few hours, be ſufficiently 
intereſting to induce you to join the feſtive 


throng. F or my part, E: have no great 


paſſion for the exerciſe ; ; and often wonder 


that fo many young women are ſuch en- 


chuſiſts in the cauſe, It! is ven v ven © on a 
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like old Urſula in the eee one 
grace to *8UHy- 1 


- You expreſs wonder that I ſhould have 
lived to the age of twenty-three, without 
being engaged in the matrimonial ſtate. Is 
it ſo very marvellous ?—To have lived 
thus long without an engagement of the 
heart, would, in my * have been 


more ſo. | 


Perhaps ſome other time I may form. 5 
you. of this point in my hiſtory, which ap- 
pears ſo very extraordinary. There are 
ſome hearts formed for friendſhip); ; mine 
| ſeems to be of that claſs; and we do not 
often meet with men who are. capable of 
inſpiring or returning it. As far as I can 


1 judge, 1 have dern fortunate; 1 hope 
never 
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never to have my opinion proved an error; 
I ſhould be unhappy to be deceived. 


— 


on Thurſday I go to your good mother. 
Mrs. M— pays a viſit in the environs, and 
kindly excuſes my attendance. I write by 
this day's poſt, becauſe you will have it 
in time to know when the fete. d- töte will 
take place. I wonder who would be the 


happieſt of the party, if * could make i it 
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- ALFRED To ELWINA. 


- 5 — a” ; 1 


HEN I become a reſident at my 
rectory, I think I ſhall eſtabliſh ſuch 


a kind of attic entertamment as at Bath- 


Eaſton. _ What : a prize to have a ſprig of 
myrtle from the favourite tree The 
adopted of Elwina ! It could receive no 
addition unleſs Elwina herſelf was to diſ- 
tribute it. Will you accept the office ? 
No one would be ſo well qualified to ad- 
judge the palm of merit, Sacred ſhall be 
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the hallowed plant Oai profanum ! noli me 
tangere! ſhall be its motto. Even I:will 
not preſume to tear its branching honours ; 
I will adore it, as if the tree indeed con- 
tained my beauteous nymph encloſed in its 
bark. Under your auſpices it- muſt live, 
it muſt flouriſh. Apollo had his-laurel;; 
Alfred ſhall have his myrtle : Ohl how 
much happier the latter than the former, 
The object of his adoration choſe to be 
turned into an inanimate plant, to avoid 
his purſuit: Elwina, for me, has deigned 
to protect and ſhelter with her foſtering 
hand my favourite plant, till I may re- 
poſe myſelf under its branches. I ſhould 
be ready to execrate the rude; hand that 
ſhould deſpoil its beauties. Guard it, my 
elegant friend, with your utmoſt care; when 
it is tranſplanted we will have a jubilee. I 

> Loire T [pooh 
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mall never ſee u beat of myrtle, but I ſhall 
think of and-bleſs' you. 


8 22 9973 Ai EY 
cas cqmmvd a 
TY much like an angel; in a word, 
how much like Elwina was it, to let me know 
that on this day you would viſit the beſt 
of mothers Was you not ſenſible of my 
-preſence'? The whole day my intellectual 
ſelf has been with you: I led you from the 
little white gate, only juſt ſtopping to gather 
a branch of honeyſuckle that twines round 
the poplar tree, which my pleaſed fancy 
faw you place in your boſom ; where, may 
peace and happineſs ever dwell. I bave 
no myrtle at preſent; ſo the ſweet woodbine 
vas all the offering I could make. From 
thence I preſented you to my delighted 
mother. There, in charming converſe, we 
_— _ paſſed 


FOR FATHERS 151 
paſſed the morning, and afterwards par- 
took of a frugal, but not inelegant meal. 
Elwina, will you pardon my folly ? I played 
the truant this morning; 1 could not leave 
my mental « feaſt of reaſon and flow of 
9 ſoul,” to attend a lecture on philoſophy. 
I ſat in my rooms the whole day; and to 
avoid impertinent viſitors (for whoſe in- 
truſion could be deemed otherwiſe ?) I ſhut 
my outer door. To uſe your own ſweet 
words,—TÞ:ſe may be called the follies of 
_ friendſhip; Oh, with all my heart | There 
cc ig a pleaſure in madneſs which none but 
ee madmen know.” And if my folly makes 


me happy, I want not to be mie; nor doI 
_ Envy thoſe that are ſo. 
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LETTER HN. 


1 


 Erwixna To ALFRED, 


ov ao + % - #15 


, 1 H ay E Peta g ane this made / 


over thoſe pleaſant fields behind Mrs. 
— houſe, and up to that ſpot where 


you once painted out to me a view of your 


mother's elegant little cottage. A ki nd 
hand has lopped away ſome branches that 
grew too Iuxuriantly at the end of the 


copſe, by which improvement the object 


has gained much beauty. I felt particu- 


ogy. Framed with it; it ſtruck on my 
T 1 ＋ HH fancy, 


— 
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cad as if 1 had juſt diſcovered a dear 
friend, whom I loved, but thought not 
of ſeeing at that moment. Almoſt the 
whole of the neat white houſe preſents it- 
ſelf; and that we do not ſee it intirely, di- 
miniſhes not from the perſ pective, as it is 
embowered in a little wood, over which a 
chimney peeps, that looks like a turret. The 
effect is wonderfully. pleaſing ; part of the 
olade was enriched by cattle feeding, and 
the back ground, which you remember 1s 
broken and elevated, gave the whole an 
air equally grand and pictureſſue. 


It would have been hereſy againſt the 
ſcience of painting, if I had not taken a 
faint ſketch of the ſcene before me. I had 
paper and pencils with me, and, allowing 
for poor abilities, I think I have ſucceeded 
| 2 merveille ; but you ſhall judge, for I hope 
1 5 you 
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you are by this time quite inclined to be- 
lieve that for Alfred alone the drawing was. 
executed, I have had this evening the 
happineſs of attending your excellent mo- 
ther up thither; and her good taſte cor- 
rected the exuberance of mine; ſhe even 
pointed out a little object I had overlook- 
ed: it was the remains of a mill, which 
the enemies of improvement had deſtroyed 
many years fince, and which, ſhe ſaid, 


you had often contemplated as a ruin 
that would look well on canvaſs. Shall F 
own, had any other than your mother made 
this obſervation, I ſhould have been heartily 
mortified?- but there is no humility in 
._yielding the palm to her. With her ſtric- 

| tures. then I completed my ſketches from 
nature; and; as. ſhe tells me ſhe is to ſend 
you parcel next week—t ſhall take the 

opportunity of conveying my performance 

at 
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at the ſame time If you diſcover any 
merit in it, ſuperadded to that which my 
wiſh to pleaſe you, I know, will give it in 
your eye, pray let that too have a place in 
the ſpot deſtined to your future reſidenee. 

My nurſery, I hope you underſtand I mean 
the little myrtle, thrives charmingly : it 
looks as bright and flouriſhing as if it di- 
vined to what a pre-eminence over-all other 


« humble plants” it was to be promoted. 


Mrs. M——, who you know has no 
more taſte than a pumpkin, wanted me to 
draw a copy for her. It was not from idle- 
neſs or ill nature that I refuſed her as civilly 
as I could; ſhe would ſet no value om it; 
for, very likely, unleſs Þ was at the ex- 
pence of framing it, before the week came 
round, it would either be made 4 thread- 
paper of, or have a pin driven through it, 

MG 15: to 
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to make a whirligig for the children, 
And I could not bear even a copy of a per- 
formance profeſſedly deſigned for you ſhould 
be thus degraded. If your collection of 
drawings i is ſmall, it ſhall be compoſed: of 
ſcarce ones; and this, I give you my 
word, ſhall be an unique. Not the firſt 
cabinet in the kingdom ſhall ever poſſeſs 
one from the ſame artift, 


Oh! what would the ſcholars ſay, if 
they knew what ſtudies engaged Alfred 
laſt Thurſday ſennight ? How would they 
ſhake their ſquare caps and taſſels at him, 

out of reproof and ridicule! But what 
does Elwina ſay?— Simply this: May 
« the pleaſures of your elegant imagina- 
tion be realized. What a confidence 
have I in the rectitude of your heart, to 
expreſs ſuch a ſentiment! 


55 And 
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And think you the whole day was paſ- 
ſed, without our frequently wiſhing the 
| almoſt-adored ſon, and much eſteemed 
friend, was of our little party? Oh, ſurely, 
it was not. Alfred furniſhed the moſt 
pleaſing part of our converſation, How 
rich my repaſt! I was feaſted with 
your praiſe - What an amiable picture, 
and drawn by the hand of a mother ! My 
heart exvlted that I could call ſuch a man 
my friend. It was a day never to be for- 
gotten, while memory can laſt, Your 
mother looked almoſt more than mortal, 
while ſhe dwelt on a theme fo delightful to 
her. How did her auditor look, I wonder ? 


Adieu, 


ELWIN A. 


LE T- 


— 
1 i uren 
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LC RTT EAR X. 


To THE SAME. 


CALLED on your good mother yeſ- | 
terday, but on hearing ſhe was out, I 


meant not to ſtop: Betty, however, in- 


formed me ſhe was but juſt ſtepped out to 


ſee a fick neighbour to whom ſhe had pro- 
miſed ſome relief. I then determined to 


wait for her return, Mrs. M— having 
requeſted T would prevail on her to dine 
at the Grove to-day; and, abſtracted from 


3 „ 
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my hope of ſeeing her, I wiſhed to have 


her anſwer. 


I took a book from your collection, 
which proved, among ſome other poets, 
to be Hammonds Elegies. J had nearly 
gone through them before Mrs. Harley 
returned. I have read them often, and 
heard them much praifed. Perhaps T 
ought not to hazard an opinion concerning 
a work that has been approved by great 
critics. As to their compoſition, I will 
not pretend to find fault withit; but I like 
not the ſubjects of the firſt five elegies; 
the ſixth I ſhould approve, but for the ſe- 
cond ſtanza: 


. She tells me, Delia, I ſhall thee obtain; 
tc But can I liſten to her ſyren ſong, : 
| 6c Who 
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Who ſeven flow months have dragg'd thy. 
« painful chain; Shak | ; : 
ce So long thy lover, and deſpis'd ſo long!“ 
TT hope, Alfred, you would n never prove 
fach a conſtant, perſevering, nay obſtinate 
lover, to ſo inſenſible, ſo undeſerving a 
miſtreſs. The laſt ſtanza but one in the 


ſeventh is too licentious to pleaſe me. 


It muſt be owned Hammond was very 
unfortunate in his choice of miſtreſſes; 
how he could love ſuch a monſter as Ne- 
æra I cannot conceive. It is contrary to 
my ſyſtem; love could never exiſt in my 
boſom independent of eſteem, It is im- 
poſſible the ſame object can inſpire love 
and hatred at once. But it is recorded of 
him, that he died a martyr to his ill- placed 
paſſion. Perhaps it was happier for him 

than 
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than if he had lived to be made a wretch, 
by ſuch ſordid, and, at beſt, inſenſible 


minds. 


I admire this ſtanza in the ninth elegy. 
2 With mean diſguiſe let others nature hide, 
ES. And mimic virtue with the paint of art; 
cc I ſcorn the cheat of reaſon' - fooliſh pride, 
2 « And d boaſt the graceful weakneſs of * heart.” 


But enough of criticiſm; - 1 feel I im not 
equal to it. I ſhould not have ventured. 
my ſentiments on this work, but that 1 
know yeu will kindly ſet me right; and I 
ſhall glory in being inſtructed by ſo good 
| Ws ch ſo OY friend. 

Much leſs do I feel __ engl of 
ern upon politics, But-the learned in 
theſe 


l 
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theſe matters ſay; things are growing worſe | 
and worſe. 1 have a ſiſter who lives in 
America, having ſome years ago married 
with very fair proſpects, i in the province of 
Philadelphia; but who has ſince expe- 
rienced all the rigours of civil war. Her 
huſband, who held a poſt under govern- 
ment, has been diſpoſſeſſed for ſore time, 
| 1 received a letter from ber che other day, 
| replete with dreadful images of diſtreſs, 
One time or other you ſhall have her hiſ- 
tory; it 1s melancholy and arr. 


- Tik , fx © 
4 


My wary \ is f fs for 25 : hits end of 
next week. Mrs. M has promiſed to 
br ing your mother to ſee us, before the 


days ſhorten too much. * I ſay nothing,” 
but if there ſhould be a corner in the coach, 
it would be no uppleaſant circumſtance. 


Alfred 
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Alfred will be pleaſed to recolle& this 
is the ſecond letter I have written ſince I 
received a line from him. I do not mean 
to be ſo indulgent for the future. But I 
could not ſend my drawing without ſome 
| kind of introduction, to ſecure its welcome 
and protection. Of your dear mother I 
ſhall not fay a word, as I know ſhe is at this 
moment writing to you. Mrs. — 
ſends her compliments, and all the children 
wiſh for your retutn, particularly fince you 
have promiſed them a ride on your pretty 
horſe. I have quite filled my paper, and 
ſo I ſhould have done had the ſheet been 
as large again. But there is a ſummons 
for tea, and I muſt ſend this off for your 
mother to incloſe. | 


Adieu, 


EL WIN A. 
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ALFRED To ELWINA. 


Vo are fo. wholly unlike the cha- 

rater of Hammond's miſtreſſes, that 
J may fafely venture to declare to you, 
your opinion on every thing has the 
greateſt weight with me. I could truſt 


myſelf in your hands, as if 1 were a mere 


oy way EE of - — 
—— 2 by 


——— 


machine; and I am convinced, that under 


— — 
— 4 


— 


your tuition and guidance I could not err. 


Had 


* 
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Had Elwina been my preceptor, I ſhould 


have learnt my leſſons with ſo much de- 
light, that nothing but the apprehenſion . 
of loſing your inſtructions too ſoon, could 
have equalled my improvement. I ex- 
tremely admire your eriticiſm, and think 


it juſt in a very great degree. No; I ſhould 


not have been ſo perſeyering : a * 


« Sweet is the love that meets return. 


And as to Nezra, I ſhould have deſ- 
piſed myſelf had I ſuffered my ſenſes. to run 


away thus with my reaſon, though ſhe had 
. poſſeſſed the form and grace of a Venus, 


or even one I could name ſuperior to fifty 
Venuſes, T glory in boaſting A ſympathetic 
ſentiment with Elwina. An avaricious 


voman, is a a baneful monſter, 
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Lou delicately hint your diſlike of a par- 
ticular ſtanza in the ſixth dlegy. I am cer- 
tain, though you may admire, the poetry, 
you. will condemn almoſt the whole of the 
fifth, as being very free and immoral; for 


there he intimates that his miſtreſs is a 


married Woman, and that their interview 5 


was far from innocent. This elegy cer- 


tainly contradicts the aſſertion in the pre- 


face, of bis youth Being undifipated. How. 


ever, he only /uppoſes the interview, but he 
pays no compliment to the virtue of his 


miſtreſs. 


His editor ſays, be copied  Tibullus 
rather than Ovid. He has indeed cloſely 
copied the former, as you may judge from 
a tranſlation of the Latin poet, which you 


will find in the ſame book · caſe, whenever 
you honour my mother with another call. 


J pur- 
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| purchaſed: them for her. I ſhould have 
liked Hammond better, had he been an 
original poet; his thoughts are all ſtolen 
from his favourite author. And yet it is 
but a poor proof of over-regard, to make 
ſo free with thoſe v we profeſs an affeftion 
for. : 

Ovid certainly paints to the paſſions, and 
i ſometimes too valuptuous:; but we muſt 
conſider the age he lived i in, even more li- 
centious than ours, and where delicacy and 
ſentiment were not known; yet ſome of 
his writings are beautifully chaſte. His 
Triſtia is eminently ſo, which you may 
read i in your own language, ranſlated by 
one of your own ſex. 


Theſe lines are beautiful. 


« The 


168 THE SCHOOL 
97% The ſeaſon now invites me to retire / | 
c To the dear lares of my houſehold: fire, 
75 « To homely ſcenes of calm domeſtic: peace, 
A poet's leiſure, and an old man's eaſe 3 
e 4 o wear the remnant of uncertain life, 
c In the fond boſom of a faithful wife; . 


e In ſafe pn my laſt few hours to ſpend, 
« Nor fearful, nor impatient of | their end.” 


Such ſentiments Would a6 honour t. to Tl 
Chriſtian philoſopher, leaving the hurry and 
buſtle of "is You will like (RE whole of 


., > 4 


r 


1 _ not you have a good collection 
of books, your mind ſeems ſo highly c cul- 
tivated; yet perhaps in my ſtudy you may 
find ſome with which 5 you are not acquaint- 
ed. It is well choſen; ; I may ſay as much, 


becauſe the greater part belonged to my 
_— friend Mr. Nelſon, who left me the 
a Z | : h | whole 7 


. 
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whole of his library; and when I have ad- 
ded all have here to it, I ſhall have food 
enough for the greateſt bookworm in the 


world to ſubſiſt on. . 


And will not Elwina think I am a mere 
book Form indeed, or, as the cantabs ſay, 
« a quiz of a fellow? I have not yet writ- 
ten one line of thanks for your ſweet in- 
eſtimable preſent, I could have traced the 
maſter in the performance. How neat ! 
how elegant! Will you not often exerciſe 
your pencil thug/in * aclineating ſome fa- 
vourite ſpot? How ſhall I treaſure them 
up! Others may coldly admire, but 7 
ſhall feel them in a higher degree than J 
can expreſs, . þ will fer a little room apart, 
the window of "which ſhall be graced with 
the myrtle; and no other ornament. ſhall 


be admitted, than ſuch as are created by 
Vo. I. oh 5 Ei- 
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| Dina. It ſhall be my muſeum, my fance 
tum ſanctorum, where no one ſhall, be al- 


lowed to enter, but thoſe who know how to 
value the fayour. I * hang g vp the 
drawing i in my © hy here, but then vulgar 
eyes would behold it. No; I will lock 
it up in a drawer, and viſit it withsall the 
devotion that the holy relics of a ſaint 
would inſpire in the breaſt of an hermit, 


How ſweetly you have anſwered the re- 
queſt I made ſome time ago, by a kind 
invitation to eſcort Mrs. M and my 
mother to the bleſt ſpot which gave Elwina 
birth ! How ſhall I be delighted i in be- 
holding each walk and nr Op that has been 
nurtured by your fair hand, or dignified by 
| your partiality ! You ſhall ſhew me your 
favourite ſeat ; we will fit upon it, and 
you ſhall point out all! its beauties. LTLour 

8 | father 


. 
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and mother too—l long to ſee the 


en 
| progenitors of Elwina; to trace in their 
features ſome reſemblance to the molt 
lovely, the moſt amiable among women. 
Shall I love "your brothers? Surely they 
muſt be worthy beings, or they cannot be 
related to you. Your ſiſter, is ſhelike you? 
But anſwer me not. I ſhall ſoon have the 
happineſs of breathing the ſame air with 
Elwina; of viewing her ſweet, and I hope 
not averted face ; of hearing too the moſt 
charming accents, and dwelling with de- 
light on each word that falls from her lips. 

Tes, “the heavy hours are almoſt paſt,” 
that divide me from elegance, ſenſe, beau - 
ty, and exquiſite worth. No one can ſee 


all theſe perfections leer; no one can 
feel them in a x higher « degree, than 


| ALFRED. 


1 2 1 


* 


172 THE SCHOOL: 


Wee oo E 13 


ALFRED To ELWINA. 


Bagbury. 

MADE a little excurſion two days 

ſince, with a fellow collegian, to ſee 
his ſiſter, who is ſettled in this place. She 
is lately returned from America, where 
ſhe had paſſed - ſome years. Happily both 
herſelf and family have eſcaped the ravages 
and dangers of war, and have retired to 
this peaceful aſylum. But I find the 
chief of their fortune is loſt, as all their 
"T2 .4 | 4 landed 
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landed property was ſeized on by the Con- 
greſs. 


* 


29 aſked her if ſne knew your ſiſter, as 
ſhe had mentioned Philadelphia; I Ma | 


ſhe was well acquainted with her in that 


province ; but that ſhe had left it for ſome 
years. You will recolle&, Elwina, your 
promiſe of giving me the hiſtory of your 
ſiſter; and pray let it be by letter, for, 
when we meet, I will not let you haye all 
the talk to yourſelf, dearly as I love to 
hear the ſound of your voice. 
This lady „Gln. Denniſch) fdlowed the 
fortunes of her huſbaſa, who was forced to 


£0 to a ſettlement he had 2 Penobſcot. 
He had not been long there ere the cruel 
neceſſity of en g fire to the town con- 
ſumed all cheir property. lt really makes 
13 * me 
429 
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me ſhudder to hear her relate all her fuffer- 
ings, . She and her children were driven 
out by the flames, and were happy to have 

the ſhelter of a deep morafs, as well to 
conceal themſelves from the ek aſperated 
rebels, as to ſecure them from 
greſs of the conflagration- In this ſituation 
the remained ſeveral hours, uncertain of 
the fate of her huſband, and fearful, till 
the fall of night, to attempt ſeeking a 
more comfortable ſituation. What a night 
fiianror at laſt preſented itſelf! the gleams 
of fire from the different ſettlements being 
all the light to dire them on their way. 
How is it poſſible tender, delicate wo- 
man, with three children clinging round her, 
and crying with bunger, cold, and terror, 
zcould be inſpired with ſuffigient fortitude 
and firength ©. combar thgſe evils, and 


Pi C | - at 
1 
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© 


at laſt ſurmount them? She wandered 
without food, and almoſt without cloth- 
ing, upwards of thirty miles, through 
woods n&rly impaſſable, lying by in the 
day, and ſubſiſting her wretched infants 
with berries, and ; from the brooks; 
when, juſt dying, hey fortunately reached 
an Indian hut; the inhabitants of which 
were Friendly to the loyaliſts—Here ſhe re- 
ceived the ſupplies, ſo neceltity to ſuſtain 
life, and with them ſhe continued near a 


fortnight, 


One of the ſons of the family kindly 
undertook to travel to the army, and en- 


deavour to gain ſome information of the 
huſband of the almoſt deſpairing Mrs. 
Denniſon. He found the Captain wound- 
ed, and near expiring, and two Indians 


zul in the act gf preparing th, ſealp him. 


1 4 Tie 


42 
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The brave {low flew rg the miſcreants 
with his hatchet, and dealt his blows ſo 
ſucceſsfully, that one dropped down life- 


leſs, 45 the ocher was too much diſabled 


+ 
to proceed in his horrid deſign, =» 


The Indians are well verſed in the virtue 
of herbs, which are their only Re; in 
all caſes. The woods every where abound 
with cheſe ſalutary ROE: He procured 
ſome, and their application ſoon reſlored 

the unfortunate Denniſon, 
: \ a” * 
"As ſoon as he could bear motion, the ge- 


herous Indian carried him on his back, 


and in three days preſented him to his be- 
loved wife and family; the news of whoſe 
ſäafety had, no doubt, contributed much 
to the recovery of the gallant officer. It 


Was along time before he was able to Wa- 
1 * vel. 


15 
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 vel.—His wounds continued in a danger- 
- ous ſtate, and the army at a great diſtance. 
All theſe circumſtances induced him to 
yield 'to the repeated ſolicitations of his 
wife; and the honeſt Indian once more. un- 
dertook a journey to the army, with a letter 
from Denniſon to the-commanding officer, 
to obtain leave of abſence, as tys ſituation 
precluded all hopes of being able to. re- 
join the regiment. The General was ſur- 
priſed to hear he was living, as the party 
had reported his death, and his commiſſion 
was already diſpoſed of. Permiſſion was 
immediately granted him, and as ſoon as 
they could put themſelves in condition, 
this forlorn family ſet off on their travels 
to the moſt convenient ſea port, to be 
ready to avail themſelves of the firſt veſſel 
for England. | 


> 


15 Many 


18 THE SCHOOL 

Many and various were the difliculiies 
they had to encounter, before they found 
the much defired opportunity of procuring 
a paſſage. At length they ſucceeded her 
father gave them the ſincereſt welcome, 
and happily had it in his power, by a late 
and unexpected addition to his income, to 
increaſe her eſtabliſnment, which, toge- 
ther with the remains of her huſband's for- 
tune, and his half pay, has enabled chem 
to take a pleaſant little houfe, in the cot- 
tage ſtyle, with about forty acres of land; 
and he ſmilingly ſays, he ſhall tarn his ford 
into a plougbſhare, and bis ſpear into a prun- 
ing hook, Mrs. Denniſon is happier in 
being the wife of a little country farmer, 
than of a general; and the poor children 
(who talk yet with terror of the dangers 
they have ſeen) ramble about with delight 
aver fields unſtained with blood. 


It 
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Tt conveys the moſt heart-felt ſatisfaction 
to ſee this once perſecuted family repoſed 
in the arms oy peace, Happy iſlanders ! 
did ye but conſider, and properly weigh 
your advantageous ſituation, ye would leſs 
repine at the trifling difficulties ye encoun- 
ter. Le contribute money to the war; but 
it is carried far away from you. Lean 
never become the ſeat of deſolation, or be 
witneſs to the dreadful ſcenes that rive the 


heart in the bare relation. 


Mrs. Denniſon is a pleaſing little wo- 
man, and of a form and conſtitution, one 
mould think, ill adapted to fupport the 
| hardſhips ſhe laboured through ; but now 
it is all over; and, like the ſhipwrecked 
mariner, ſhe dwells on the ſtorm that ſo 
nearly overwheimed her. She ſays grate- 
fully, and gracefully too, that it. was owing. 
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to having the beſt of huſbands, that the 
was enabled to ſtruggle with her difficul- 


ties, and conquer them at laſt, without 


falling a victim to * ul 0 The 


hope of n being united to a man who 


deſerved her tendereſt love, ſupported her 


amidſt her trials, and Heaven be praiſ- 


« ed, ſhe cries, © I am rewardedg; 
Oh! Elwina, how delightful is it to ſee 
two perſons, ſo formed for each other, ſo 
happily united !—The dear little children 
too; each hanging, with le: pleaſure 
and fondneſs, on the enraptured father and 
mother; and, by their ſweet careſſes, 
congratulating and rewarding their eſcape 
from the toils and troubles of war. The 


ſcene grew too intereſting. My boſom 


ſwelled even to pain, and I {ought a retired 
ſpot, to give vent to feelings 1 Gould not 
| reſiſt, 
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reſiſt. Happy n Happy Denniſon ! to 
be ſupremely bleſt with the woman of thy 
fondeſt choice. Long may ye live, giving 

and receiving the trueſt tranſports ! enjoy- 


ing the moſt exquiſite of human felicity ! 


— What is the world to them, 
Its pomp, its pleaſures, and its nonſenſe all ; 
Who, in each other, claſp whatever fair a 
High fancy forms, and laviſh hearts can wiſh, 

| Somethin 8 than beauty dearer,ſhould they look, 


Or on the mind, or mind-illumin'd face, 


Truth, goodneſs, honour, harmony, and lovs, 
The richeſt bounty of e Heaven. 
Meanwhile a ſmiling offspring riſes ren 


And mingles both their graces. 


* "7 


Yes, Elwina, it is ſuch ſights as theſe 
that fill my boſom with ſenſations too ex- 
quiſite to be expreſſed, I ſtole into the 

garden, where a thouſand ſoft impaſſioned 
| ö thoughts 


, 
2 
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thoughts ruſhed on my mind. F. or ſome 
| moments I was lifted up above this world i 
and all its nonſenſe, Deluſive ideas Oh— 
whither did my imagination carry me 
And does Elwina fay may thzy be realized ? 
Oh, my ſweet friend, you know not at 
times how wild and romantic that imagi- 
nation is. But wherefore ure we endued with 


* | * 
reaſon, if we uſe it not to > regulate our paſ- 


7 


ions? And what can a man wiſh for who 
is poſſeſſed of the friendſhip and eſteem of, 
Elvina? Moderate thy wiſhes then, too 
preſumptuous Alfred, and learn to be ſa- 
tisfied with a portion of happineſs which 
ſcarcely any merit can deſerve, or the pur- 
eſt affection and veneration repay. Thy 
friendſhip,” ever amiable Elwina, is the 
deareſt advantage, the choiceſt bleſſing in 


the life of 
3 ALFRED. 


3 : KL ET. 


* 
* 
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L ET T ER XIII. 


* 2 
ELWINA TO ALFRED. 


A M | not in the ſweeteſt of all poſſible 

tempers this morning, and yet I will 
write to my friend Alfred, to inform him 
his letter from Banbury was brought me 
hither laſt night, after it had lain at Mrs. 
M—'s two days. Addreſs your next to me 
at home, here I have been this week. 


I know not whether the peruſal of your 
account of the Denniſon family threw me 
into an unpleaſant train of thought, or to 

what 
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What cauſe it was owing, but I never 
cloſed my eyes thei whole night. 1 
think I can ſend you a counterpart of their 
ſtory in that of my fiſter. How could 
you inquire after her? I knew not that 
you was acquainted with her name do 


not remember having ever mentioned i it. 
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It was fooliſh to begin writing when 1 


9 
© 


Was ſo little in a humour for it; nor is it 
worth while to ſendzyou this criflingſcrap. 
But, perbups, you would like to know [ 


had left L 2 know not what alls 
me -I am not nth am hot and cold by | 


turns —I believe it 1s what the tine ladies 


* 
— " 8 2 
r = : - bn 
— — Sa = 
a — rs, 2 — a 
* 2 . 


call the vapours. In truth, Bam out of 


uti 


ſpirits. I ſhall not attempt to anſwer any 
Part of your letter There are ſome. pal- 
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LE Nr E. MV; 
i 
> ArrazD* TO ELWINA, 


OT a word that ever fell from the 
lips of Elwina has eſcaped the ob- 
ſervation of Alfred. 1 do not, from hence, 


ſeek to eſtabliſh a character for having a 
very retentive memory; mine is far other- 
wiſe ; but each ſound you utter ſinks deep 
on the tablet of my mind. I had not 
r | 
known you long before you mentioned the 
name of Mrs. Pleydel, calling her your 
unbetun de ger; that title inſured her 


* | {ome 


* 4 


** 
1 7 
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ſome attention from me. There are fome * 


other expreſſions you have let fall 


per- 


haps, as unheeded by you, which yet have 


ſunk on my heart, making indelible 1 im- 


preſfions but of them ere at pre- 


ſent. 
55 x 


* 


” a 
You make me wretthed, Elwina, when 
you tell me you are indiſpoſed. I cannot 
bear thoſe inſtances of mortality, in one 
whom I regard as of a ſuperior order of 
beings ; you muſt not be ill. For heaven's 
| ſake, take air and exerciſe.—Oh, if you 
had a brother to whom you was dear, in 
the hundredth degree that you are to me, 
how would he cheriſh you; how would he 


vary your amuſements, 2 he ſaw health 
and cheerfulneſs regain cheir ſeat in your 
* beloved face ! | 


Zo 
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Tus cloſed not Hour eyes the whole night, 
Elwina, you cannot be well. What occa- 
ſioned the ſweeteſt temper in the world being 
diſcompoſed? Why do Ipreſy meto aſk that 

_ queſtion ? If Iam too importunate, chide 


me; but tell me, at the fame time, you 
are perfectly recovered. Oh, that I was 
With you, to watch your, charming coun- 
tenance, and to adminifter, if poſſible, 
ſome relief to you. Elwina, I would die 
to reſtore you to health and ah appineſs— 
Happineſs ! how came ſo tormenting an 
idea acroſs my diſtracted mind ? Happineſs 


| muſt be yours, whatever is my portion; 


ſuch worth, ſuch ſweetneſs, mult be the 
darling of Heaven, the Diſpenſer of all 
felicity ! — 


I too am in no very proper mood for 
writing ; I ought to throw aſide my pen, 


As 
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as it ſeems to have got beyond my guid- 


ance, 
"E 


I will go and take a little air ; I ſhall be 
back time enough to finiſh this by the 
hour of the poſt going out. There is no 


danger of my omitting being ready. 1 


believe, in my eonſcience, if I had my 


will, when abſent from you, 1 mould el. 
© tabliha flying poſt, that I might hear from 
you every Hour, and white as often; but 


you will ſay, you thought I was going to 

take a walk—T will do ſo, and then Alfred 
Hall be himſelf again, 

"Ha. a0 


— — 
* f 


I ſtaid only two days with the Denniſons 


'after I had written to you; but it is with 
ita that Look forward to fulfilling an 


engage- 
1 


5 
* 
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engagement I made, ito. paſs a week with 
them next year, to ſee their improvements 
in the farming buſineſs. It may be very 
uſeful to me too, as I ſhall certainly keep 
all the glebe in my own hands, which will 
ſerve as an amuſement, and, at the ſame 
time, be a very, profitable employment. 
1 really have ſome good notions of agri- 
culture, which 1 picked up while I re- 
ſided at the country houſe of Mr. Nelſon. 
As to Denniſon, he profeſſes himſelf quite 
a novice? owning all the knowledge he | 
has, are the ſcraps he ſtill retains in his 
memory of Virgil's Bucolics ; but he 

yields all the Management to his wife, who 

ſeems an excellent economiſt ; and if they 
do not find themſelves richer at the year's 
end, they will be much healthier, and, 
conſequently, happier, than if they were 
Sy A 0 


— hea —* 
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to ſit down idly, and have every * to 


purchaſe of their neighbours. 


* ea 
* 


It will not be long, according to the 


common meaſure of time (though, be- 


lieve me, Elwina, the hours drag heavily 2 


on) before I return to -. You may 
be certain, T ſhall remind Mrs. M 


that ſhe ſhould take the earlieſt day to pay 1 


a viſit, the erpectation of which quickens 


the vibrations of my heart, even to my | 
fingers ends. Elwina, you muſt be quite 
well; have I not ſaid ſo before ?—Yes, 
you ſhall be well, if the = pda prayer 
ever offered to the throne of the Almighty 


can pe to be efficacious, 


"ied 


How tedious has this abſence appeared! 


No ſchool- boy ever cut a notch. from his 
tally 


9 
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cally before the holidays, , with half the 
eagerneſs of hope and joy as] ſee each day 
decline. Every night, I ſay, “ Thank God, 
ce another day is over Now, but fo 
ce many remains for me to experience a kind 
« of baniſhment from all that is elegant 
cc and lovely“ — 

Do you ever dream, Elwina? Surely 
it is not ſurpriſing I ſhould find you each 
night the ſubje& of my ſleeping medita- 
tions. Bleſt ſleep! how do I court thy 
kind viſits; and yet is it not abſurd, ſince 
dreams ads involuntary, and we know not 
of what we ſhall dream, and while I am 
awake I can think of you without inter- 
ruption Met it is my delight, my happi- 
neſs to dream of you—to ſee you— to talk 
to you—to be permitted to ſay unreproved, 
what, perhaps, you would not hear me 

utter 


we — 
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*s 
utter without a frown. wane ſuch melan- 


choly ideas intrude, I am ready to cry out 


* 


with Belvidere, 


Oh!] for a thick ſubſtantial flecp ! 
What vain deluſions do we mortals 3 in- 


dulge in! I awake, and find, alas ! tis Hut 
a dream, then ſigh becauſe 1 It is ſo. Hea- 
ven forbid I ſhould ever again be ſo long 


a time without ſeeing you. Will thoſe. 
delightful hours return no more, when I 


was allowed to ſee the moſt amiable of wo- 


men every day; to walk with her, to hear 
her talk, to gaze upon her * till even the 
cc ſenſe ached ge Oh, yes, they muſt, they 


will. The great Artificer of nature would 


never inſpire ſuch a veneration for excel- 


lence, that he deſigned to ſhut our for- 
ever from my fight; it is contrary to his 


bene- 


— ũ—2—ůp— — 
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beneficence and mercy to think it. Les, 
Elwina, we ſhall meet, and if you forbid it 
not, we will often meet. 

I ſhall ſettle all my affairs here, and 
when the arrangement is made (which 
will take up but little time, as I have few 
accounts to cancel), I ſhall; take leave of 
the Univerſity. In leſs than fix; months 
I ſhall be of age to take poſſeſſion of my 
living, and God grant I may find no difſi- 
culty about it ;. for on that depends every 
ſcheme of felicity I ever expect, or have a 


taſte for enjoying. 


During that ſpace, I hope Elwina will 
have no objection to my ſometimes: viſit» 
ing her at her father's. I ſhall make no- 
thing of riding over and taking a peep at 


Vote 1. 1 a man- 
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a manſion you embelliſh by being its in- 
habitant. 


How much does my dear mother miſs 
you ! She tells me, ſhe has never known ſo 
much comfort (her partial fondneſs adds, 
during her ſon's abſence), as when ſhe was 
honoured with your charming ſociety. 1 
love her more, if poſſible, for being ſo 
ſenſible of your exquiſite worth, and 
companionable qualities, The latter, 
there are very few perſons poſſeſſed of, 
and yet they may be very amiable ; but 
they want the ſecret of making us pleaſed 
with ourſelves. T hey miſs their aim too, 
by attempting to be entertaining in a more 
chan common degree, and in order to ac- 
compliſh this, will have all the chat to 
themſelves, and ſtrive to amuſe, by tel- 


ling 
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ling a thouſand ſtories, of which they are 
the heroes; they will be either ſervilely 
complying, or rudely contradicting. In 
ſhort, we find ourſelves diſpoſed to be 
tired of theſe agreeable companions, and re- 
tire to ſolitude, when their perſecuting ci- 
vilicy will allow it, with a double reliſh, 
from the toil we have undergone. I write 
on this ſubject with more energy juſt now, 
as I have, for two hours, been tormented 
with a very good kind of a young man, 
who has little elſe to do than to run from 
one ſtudent's room to another, and will 
never believe that a man can chooſe to be 
alone, unleſs he is devoured with the 
ſpleen, which he good-naturedly ſtrives to 
remove by a tireſome detail of nothings. I 
really was at laſt conſtrained to tell him J 
had letters of importance to finiſh, I dare 
K 2 ſay 
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ſay you will eaſily diſcover at what period 
of my epiſtle my very agreeable: compa- 


nion breke in upon me. 
Adieu! am moſt truly yours, 


ALFRED. 


LE T- 
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L E TT ER xv. 


ELWINA TO ALFRED. 


, 1 know to a fraction the kind of 
being your agreeable companion is. 
And, I think, without ſpectacles, I could 
diſcern the preciſe point of time his plea- 
fant ſallies commenced, If I thought you 
would not accuſe me of ingratitude, and a 
turn for ſatire (two very horrid qualities, 
and, thank Heaven, two that I am perfectly 
free from), I ſhould juſt hint that our 


friend Mrs. M——'s name might be put 
on the liſt of uncompanionables; and yet ſhe 
E N * 1 . o : o | 
has very many amiable qualities belonging 
to her character. She is an excellent mother, 


K 3 a very 
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a very good wife, conſidering her huſband 
is ſo much from home, and a Charitable 
and kind friend; but there is a certain 
reſtleſſneſs about her, which we females 
call getting. I know not the etymology of 
the word , or whether it is derived from the 
Greek or Latin ; that I leave to the learn- 
ed of either Univerſity. Mrs. M— is 
the beſt illuſtration of it that I know at 


preſent. 


If walking is talked of, ſbe will be of 
the party with all her heart. Tt is quite the 
thing ſhe likes. But do not you think it is 
zoo hot ? or it is too cold, of it is windy, or 
though the ſun ſhines now, I think it will 
rain ſoon, or twenty other things ; if reading 
is propoſed, ob, that is ſo very delightful ! I 
love of all things (you know her manner) 
to hear my dear Elwing read, Well, when 
the 
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the ſubject is choſen (and, to mend the 


matter, ſhe declares ſhe has no choice), it 
is fifty to one that ſhe does not attend to 
you five minutes : ſhe will ſometimes quit 
the room in a moſt intereſting paſſage, 
and beg I will go on, and not mind her, 
ſhe ſhall not be long gone, and knows I 
will have the goodneſs to relate the 
ſtory to her afterwards. Such perſons 
ſhould never attempt to read any thing but 
newſ- papers, or the beauties of different 
authors. How lucky for them, that there 
are ſo many good natured makers of books 
for your five minute readers. The cream 
of literature is now ſo eaſily ſkimmed, 
that Homer might almoſt be crammed 
| Into a nut-ſhell. I think this may be cal · 
led an age of ceconomy, for you have no- 
thing to do but to give up your own judg- 
K 4 | ment 
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ment to a compiler, and you ſhall have 
all that is worth reading in ſo voluminous 
a writer as Johnſon, compriſed i. in tuo 
pocket nolumes ( 7:25 


8 
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N orwichtanditi Lſce her foibles, I have 
a great regard for Mrs. M.; but 1 
cannot allow cher. to poſſeſs companionable 
qualities; and I. really think her choice 
of an Indian Captain a very ſtrong in- 

tance of her good ſenſt. If you obſerve, 
ſhe talks herſelf out in a very ſhort time, 
and then there is ſoch a tedious round of 
what our Lneighbours are doing, that I am 
abſoturely often in danger of falling a vic- | 
tim to emui. 1 think there is no diſorder 
equal to that: ſuperabundance of words de- 
void of converſation. I would not ſay 
this to any human being but Alfred; but 
he knows as yell as en how to ſeparate 
the 


— 
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the grain from the chaff, and while he re- 
ſpects the one, can feel a generous pity for 
the. other, Jaid: el ol 1 e avs; 


2 5 5 
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Soca ata to my x gratinade. | 
for had I not been diſtinguiſhed by her re- 
gard, I ſhould never have known you... 
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I hope you will diſcovet that Lam mar- 
| vellouſly recovered in my diſpoſition; I am 
perfectly ſweet tempered at preſent, and, 
believe me too, I am quite well. 1- thigh 
your ſympathetic: feelings, hould have in 
formed you as much; but, perhaps, 1ym- - 
pathy. is not ſo actiye a power i in friendſhip, . 
as it is ſaid to den in leſs a Paßz 
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from my father, who holds upmards of an 
hundred acres in his own hands, pour 
P amuſement, for Þ do not think he is much 
_ the richer at the year's end; but he gains 
health. I have rather a paſſion for agri- 
culture myſelf, and, perhaps, thay be able 
to give you ſome information; and you 
know, you have often told me you had 
woman than a man, as they mix delight 
with it. I believe Fmuſt purchaſe for you 
8 The Pbor Man' CEcomony ; or the Art of 
Growing Rith and RefpeBable. It will be 
an uſeful little book to lie in the parlour 


witdow ut the rectory. Apropos l J availed 
myſelf of your permifiion, and filled 2 
box with ſome. books from your library, 
which I am reading with great avidicy, and 

0 I hope improvement; not without A fre- 


E wiſh that . were my companion 
4 2 


all the while, that we might make our re- 
marks together as we proceed edu. 


I have not forgotten my promiſe of Mrs. 

Pleydel's hiſtory.— It mall foon follow | 
this; but my conſcience tells me this is 4 
ſufficient length already. I ſhould ſecond 
your motion of flying poſts, and I ſhould 
| prove my approbarion by vritiag by cad 

if you would promiſe to do the ſume! 
* Your letters afford ie che higheſt pleafute, 
and I would not relinquiſh it for the umi⸗ 
verſe ; but on the conſideration of con- 
veg with you. > | 


T like your elit the boy's notching off 
each day; it is an excellent one: do you 
think I do not count the hours roo 2. o 
would be ſtrange if I did not, for I have 
not ſeen a va yet that could, for one 
— K 6 — momente. | 
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moment, make me-forget Alfred, -or can 
any circumſtahce-occur which could induce 
me to ceaſe regretting his abſence Ve 
Hall meet, you ſay; and can you ſuppoſe 
1 ſbould ever furbid our often meeting ? Are 
| you yet ſo unacquainted with Elwina She is 
incapable of deceit or:diſguiſe—ſhe makes 
not profeſſions indeed ſnie flatters not; 
buther eſteem is permanent, and her rea- "2 
ſon juſtifies the choice of her inclination. 
eee ever be al approved 'friend 
of - Par -1 4 F Minton 11191 -207t Hove N 
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ELWINA TO ALFRED. 
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A M now ſenouny going to ſet about 
writing a Petite Hi Noire f deer The ca- 


tc lamities of Civil War.” And i ſhall not 
take up the time of my amiable friend with 


unneceſſarily prefacing how unequal I am 
to the taſk.” Tris ſufficient Alfred requeſts 

me; ns knows not 8 to refuſe 

what he aſks, * 55 ĩ 43-7901 0 . 


Mr. Pleydel became acquainted with m my 
bas 


det ſiſter, during his refidence in Eng- 
t land 
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land for the purpoſe of negociating certain 
affairs relative to his employment in the 
civil line, which he ſucceeded his father in. 
It is now exactly ten years fince, and Ma- 
tilda is Juſt that number of years older 
than me. 
3 
His perſon and manners were pleaſing, 
and his character ſufficiently eſtabliſhed to 
juſtify 2 young woman in ſelecting him | 
from the reft of the world, for her part- 
| ner in life. 125 


I have been always partial to fine teeth, 
and I till remember Mr. Pleydel's (ex- 
cept one ſet I have ſeen) were of the molt 


beautiful order. His eyes were extremely 
handſome, but rather too dark and quick, 
and bad that | extreme kind of fire, that, 


* * — ” 


"like 
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ke the ſun, they were too piercing t 
be looked at ſteadily. I have forneciriice 
| ventured to examine much finer eyes, 

| whoſe effulgence is like the moon in all ita 
ſplendour, which may be gazed at with 
delight, atid never * to inſpire a names 
leſs ſatisfaction. you ever fee thoſe 
eyes, Alfred? You cannot ſee them with 
mine however.—So much for the perſon of 
my brother-in-law. His underſtanding 
and probity will be fully proved in- * f 
eee of his . 


100 his addreffes my father eould form 
no one objeckion; but that the compliance 
would divide his firſt born from him pro- 
bably for ever. Matilda's attachment, 
however, had great weight with him; and 
Mr. Pleydel was too much in love himſelf, 
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to make fortune an object in his matrimo- 
1 An u b 
en 3 AT my ; Ghar had. _ 
bred a w holeſale grocer. He had acquir ed 
is a very large fortune, beſides having a good 
poſſeſſions from his and my mother's fa- 
mily. / Before. he quitted buſineſs, which 
was two years previous to this point of 
time I am ſpeaking of, he had always de- 
elared he would give his daughters (then 
four in number) firſt and laſt ten thouſand 
pounds each. He had not then been ſeiz- 
ed with the deſire, I was. going to ay 
madneſs „ 0f making! his eldeſt ſon a mem- 
ber of parliament, and his two other ſons 
gentlemen by profeſſion. | My father has 
a thouſand axgcliencless, indeed ] think he 
us but this one foible, ua vb ly, deſpiling 
unde. It is a a great pity as a commercial 
| country 
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country we are the firſt in the world, and 

the character of an Engliſh merchant is 
reſpectable over each fection of the globe. 
It is certainly a weakneſs, but human na- 
ture is weak. As ſoon as this unhappy 
prejudice againſt trade ſeized my poor fa- 
ther, he reſted” not till he had intirely dis- 
engaged himſelf from it, and now he found 
there were occaftons enough for his mo- 
ney; and that men of ever ſo large eſtates 
did not give their daughters ſuch fortunes. 
« Indeed,” as he ſaid, ca grocer might find 
« ſome difficulty in getting his girls mar- 
< ried, and, therefore, ten thouſand pounds 
(being an object with many men, who 

« would overlook the misfortune of being 
« a tradeſinan's daughter for ſuch a douceur) 
ec was then neceſſary ; but the ſiſters of a 
s member of parliament with three thou- 
10 ſand: pounds, and a piomiſe of ſome- 
| 6c « thing 


ſphere in life he is raiſed to. It is enough 


9 


} | 
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te thing more, might do quite as well.” 
Now the experiment was to be made, 


and Mr. Pleydel being very much at- 


tached, and eſteeming the conſent of my 
father rather a forced one, made no ob- 


jeckion to this abridgment of fortune; 
And ſo we myſt learn to be content with 


three thouſand pounds, and reduce our 
views to our humble fortune, that our 
brother the member, and Jr gentleman 
of the family, which we are too often re- 
minded of in not the pleaſanteſt manner, 
may have an eſtabliſhment equal to the 


for his family to be the ſatellites of ſo re» 
ene a planet. 


+ on 1 FOR one of the ſweeteſt 
* in the world, whom I loved with the 
tendereſt affection, and whoſe loſs I ſhall 


never 


* 
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never ceaſe | ng, my father ſettled 


all the ſurplus of our intended dowers 
upon my brother, which was upwards of 
thirty thouſand pounds ; though he ſtill 
does us the honour of making our houſe 
bis home: that is, he ſleeps and Lats in it 
whenever it ſuits him. I am inſenſibly | 
giving you the hiſtoty of our whole family. 
I hope not to prejudice: you againſt any 
one of them. My brother has, I muſt 
acknowledge, à great ſhare of pride; yet 
I excuſe it, when I reflect, that being ſet 
up ſo much above his family, has occas 
fioned the increaſe of it; for, like the 
ſheaves of wheat in Jofeph's dream, we all 
do homage and obeiſance to him. He is 
quite the polite gentleman in his deport- 
ment; his perſon is handſome; his ad- 
dreſs pleaſing, and his manners ſo engag- 
„ all companies 
with 


* 
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with dpkg his! beiety courted by 
thoſe whoſe birth te are 8 ſu- 
en to his. Hl 1 doi n . 
All this . the vanity of my dear 
father; who never fails when theſe in- 
ſtances appear (which are very frequent), 
to congratulate himſelf as being the firſt 
promoter of his family s advancement into 
notice. My brother has been now ſeve- 
ral years in parliament >the: delight and 
pride of his father, who wants nothing to 
complete his happineſs but to ſee him 
nobly allied; that at leaſt his grand chil- 
dren may have ſome! patrician blood 
in their veins. But although many 
eſſays have been made towards ſuch 2 
wiſhed- for alliance, they haye. nat yet 
rh crowned: with ſucceſs. On the fail- 
ure of any ſcheme' of: this kind, my poor 
Aw . 
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diſappointed: father cannot help breaking 
forth with, “ aye, aye, I ſee how it is, 
« my poor Clodio. They will never for- 
ce get that your unfortunate father once 
c ſold - ſugar and en in W 1 
« ſtreet,” ned ee 90 


After the accuſtomed time paſſed in 
. 


weeks, about Chriſtmas 1769, the new 
married folks embarked for Philadelphia, 
which was to be the reſidenee of * 
n EFFECT 
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My ſiſter was delighted ith. di Pong 
tion, and her huſpand's appointment giv- 
ing her ſome, rank in that city, contri- 
. not a little to hes ſatisfaction. Her 
letters 
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letters were filled with accounts of the civil. 


ities of the inhabitants, and the even increaſ. 
ed fondneſs of her dear Mr. Pleydel. 


The political troubles ſoon be gan to 
diſcover themſelves, but as they were 
chiefly confined to the provinces of New 


Ms. A „„ 80 


England and Maſſachuſſets Bay, thoſe ſet- 
tled at Philadelphia were not much diſ- 
turbed by them. Cireumſtances, however, 
in government made it neceſſary for Mr, 
Pleydel to remove himſelf and family 
into the midſt of the malecontents, and 
Juſt; too, at a very critical period. It was 
his buſineſs to endeavour to conciliate 
matters, but he found them too much in- 
famed with the ſpitit of independence; 
and they laboured as ineffe@tually to brivg 
him over to their opinions: his ſteadi- 


neſs to bis principles nearly proved 
2 3 fatal 
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fatal to him. The Congreſs ſeized all his 
effects, and on his remonſtrating, dragged 
him away to priſon; ordering his wife and 
children to quit Boſton in twenty-four a 
hours, and the province in three days. N 


A collective body may be cruel and 
tyrannical in its orders, but it is indivi- 
duals only that are rapacious and vindic- | 
tive. The aſſembly baniſhed the family 
of poor Pleydel; but the officer, whoſe 
buſineſs it was to ſee their reſolution exe- 
cuted, ſtripped my ſiſter and her infants of 
every ſhilling, and hardly left them cloth- 
ing to ſheker them from the inclemeney 
of the weather. He inhumanly too reſuſ- 
ed her any ſatisfactory intelligence of the 
fate of her huſband. We will ſuppoſe a 
ſubaltern was not likely to be informed of 
hy deciſions of Congreſs, but it was an 

ht wan 


quence, to them under what n 


Ty 


* 
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unpardonable barbarity, to ſharpen the 
arrow. of affliction, which a fſelf-created 


power had ſtruck into the heart of a help- 


leſs, woman, by telling her, that although 
the mode of execution was not yet deter- 


mined, yet it was certain he would be put 


to death. Nay, as ſhe paſſed along the I 


firects (as ſhe pathetically faid in the 


words of the Pſalmiſt), the very ab- 
te jects came and looked upon her.” She 
was reviled and inſulted by the rabble; 


and her eyes blaſted with the effigy of her 


huſband dragged about the town, like Guy 
Vaux on the fifth of November. They 
were bawling about, „ the laſt dying 


ſpeech of that traitor to the good cauſe 
«of. independence, William Pleydel.“ 
She declares, even the wretches whoſe ha- 


bitual poverty made it of little conſe- 
ſter they 
ſhould 
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ſnould continue ſlaves, and whom ſhe had 
frequently relieved with money, meat and 
clothing, were among the foremoſt to 
inſult and ill treat her.— Their expreſſions 
of. hatred to the king were not the teaſ 
grating to ber e 


The lege of: ber perſecution, I dare 
ſay, will bring into your mind that beauti<- 
ful . in Jane Shore. 


bs: Around her, nupbeileß, the cable fow'd, 

Should ing. each other, crowding for a view, | | 
Gaping and Sazin 85 taunting and reviling; 

i Some pitying, but thoſe, alas! how few! 
The moſt, ſuch iron-hearts we 180 and füch 
The baſe barbarity of human kind, 
With inſolence and loud reproach purſu'd = 4 
| Hooting and railing, and with villainous 

hands : D th 1 1 0 > TS 
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At length ehe roar, that purfued the 
hapleſs wanderers, ſunk like the mur- 
murs of a falling wind, and ſoftened into 
filence. But the ſctrounding ftorm had 


ſupported her to bear it. Now that ſhe 


looked round and fele how truly deſolate ſhe 


was, with four weeping children clinging 


to her boſom, let any one for : a moment 


make the caſe their own. Let them only 
feel for a woman, who bur a few hours 
before thought herſelf | in the claſs, of the 
happy. View: her now ſtripped of every 


negeſſary of life: two of her children ill 
of violent agues, ſo common to that cli- 


. 


s, and 


mate; the other two mere 


4 bread! 
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bread! With what frantic, looks of de- 
ſpair did ſhe turn her tearful eyes on that 
city from whence ſhe had juſt been driven 
with ſo much ignominy ! on that city, 
which had perhaps imbrued itſelf with. the 
blood. of her beloved huſband! She (lays, 
ſhe remembers rearing. off her cap, and 
throwing herſelf on the ground, beſeech · 
ing it to open and entomb her with. her 
deſtitute infants ! Her agony almoſt be- 
reaved her of her ſenſes, | She even, thinks . 
he had for ſome minutes been quite in⸗ 

| ſenſible. She was at laſt, rouſed. . by Ihe 
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cries of her children. They thought her 
dead. 1 he eldeſt boy, who. was juſt ſix 


years old, exclaimed faintly, 555 he wy de- 
bilitated with illaeſs, as well as with a ſenſe 


of their ſufferings, gef Ys mx deargfh 
„mamma, 1 ſhall ſoon foley au | My 


Ons 121 


<< poor eis will die wo! | 
Oi L 2 
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« what will become of theſe little ones? ? 
6 Oh; my deareſt papa, could you ſee vs 
« h.! But you are dead. The wicked 
« men have killed us all! One grave 
ee will ſerve us?” The other children ſet 


vp a piercing cry, and my ſiſter, awakened 
to the ſenſe” of knowing how important it 


was for her to ſtruggle with her evils, 
ince the lives of her infants depended on 
her exeition, raiſed herſelf up, and claſp- 


ing th heim to ber wretched boſom, begged 


me rey and Protettion of that Power who 


füffers its creatures to be afflifted, but 


who Cin ive them ſtrength to > ſupport 
Uitnfaves under their diftreſs. _ VE 


© 8 
Bes. 9! 10 foes? b. lin DLO £162" 


55 She bid with her un George, who 
ket an Andertfaßding aſtoniſhingly | ma- 
A. He reminded her of an Aunt of 
his father's, who: lived at Albany, and 

Foe . who 
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who was his godmother. „ Alas! *. cried 
his weeping mother, <« and how ſhall we 
6 get thin: 547 ©; 

« In a few days,” ſaid this dear pro- 
phetic child, „you will not have . ſo 
„ much care as at preſent, I ſhall be 
6e provided for; ſo perhaps will Caro 
« line; and my little brother willi be able 
to walk by your ſide, while you carry 
« Matilda in your arms.“ « And how 
« will you be provided for, my W e an- 
ce gel?“ e his mother. 4 mon” 


* 
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I ball be an angel by that time, 
«© mamma, replied the dear little fellow. 
“To- morrow is the day when my ague 
© will return, and I know I ſhall be taken 

'« from you.” The looks of the child ſo 
4 * prognoſticated the truth of his aſ- 
L 3 ſertion, 


THE SCHOSE 


- . 


226 
« what will 
4 Ohfmy deareſt Papa, could you ſee vs 
4. But you are dead. The wicked 
men have killed us all! One grave 
e will ſerve us L. The other children fet 
up aA piercing: ery „And my ſiſter, awakened 
to the ſenſe” of Knowing how important it 
was for her to ſtruggle with her evils, 
Ance the bs of her infants depended on 
hep exettion,; raiſed herſelf up, and claſp- 
uz che if t to ber wretched boſom, "begged 
| mlercy and protection of that Power who 
füffers * Gtcatüres to be afflicted, but 
who C give them ſtrength. to ſupport | 
| UknlftyiS unde weir diſtreſs.” 6 Fe 


af 2 * 
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Ahe Stoke Wick her th George, who 
aa In Andertfaßding altoniſhingiy ma- | 

türe. He n 'of an Aon 4 

nis f, er's,” WhO lived at Al y 0 
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Wæo was his godmother. « Alas!” cried 
| his weeping mother, « and how ſhall Wwe 
86 get thither 5 J ee in. Hog js We 

5 „In a e days,” ſaid this deaet? pro- 
phetic child, © you.. will not have ſo 
« much care as at preſent. - I ſhall be 
« provided for; ſo perhaps will Caro 
« line ; and my little brother willibe able 
ce to walk by your fide, while you-catty: 
9 Matilda in your arms.“ « And how 
e will you be provided * my — 

* gel? ey 1 his en. mint» 
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ee mamma, replied the dear little fellow. 
To- morrow is the day when my ague 
will return, and I know I ſhall be taken 
« from you.” The looks of the child ſo 
| * prognoſticated the truth of his aſ- 
\ 4} AI L 3  ſertion, 
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ſertion, that my poor ſiſter ſeemed already 
bereſt of him. She threw her arms round 
her darling, and in the bitterneſs of woe 
declared all evils were trifling compared 
with the idea of having him torn from 
her. Surely Heaven inſpired this wonder- 
ful child! He comforted her in ſuch 
| words as left the moſt indelible impreſſioni 
an her mind. He petitioned Heaven to 
relieve her diſtreſſes, or enable her to ſup- 
port them. Ab, my deareſt mamma, he 
eried;" do; not fepine "that I am taken 
4 from you, I who muſt now be fo very 
, burthenſome. If I had ſtrength I 
& might aſſiſt you; but, alas! I am ſo 
- Git e. t p wy bad 1. a fl. 
tigue to me. Though I am parebed 
und dying for a drop of vater, I could. 
Cnot-eravi to that _ DOC oo. 
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Matilda activity ſhe flew to the ſiream, 
but ſunk down in deſpair vhen the ſound 
ſhe had no veſſel to convey it to the lips 

of her dying infant. She now ran back 
to him, the moment ſhe recoveted herfelf,; 

and brought the dear child to the margin 
of the brock lading up a little in the 
hollow of her hand. He chanked her 
with his eyes, which now became dim and 
 glaſly, She had a fearful preſentiment that 
his death was approaching; eagerly ſhe 
ſought: ſome place where ſhe could con- 
vey him, to render the laſt: moments of 
: his life as little painſul as their ſituation 
would. admit of. She reached ſome trees . 
that: promiſed. them a little ſhelter; and 
here ſue and her helpleſs children pre- 
pared to paſs the night. She drew them 
all as cloſe as poſſible, preſing ber dear 5 

| Ait _L4 George 
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ſertion, that my poor ſiſter ſeemed already 


bereſt of him. She threw her arms round 
her darling, and in the bitterneſs of woe 
declared all evils were trifling compared 
with the idea of having him torn from 
her. Surely Heaven inſpired this wonder- 


ful child! He comforted her in ſuch 
words as left the moſt indelible impreſſion 
an her mind. He petitioned Heaven to 


relieve her diſtreſſes, or enable her to ſup- 


erled; «do! not repine that T am taken 


« from you, I who muſt now be ſo very 
« burthenſome. If I had ſtrength I 
te might aſſiſt you; but, alas! I am fo 
«weak, that to lift up my hand is a fa- 
tigue to me. Though I am parched 
« and dying for a drop of water, I _ 


At cr to that brook.” 
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ent ö Taue 


FOR, FATHERS: 223 
The wiſh to ſuccour her child, gave 
M.,ntilda activity; ſhe flew to the ſlream, 
but ſunk down in deſpair when ſhe found 7 
ſhe had no veſſel to convey it to the lips 
of her dying infant. She now ran back- 
to him, the moment. ſhe recovered herfelf, 
and brought the dear child to the margin 
of the | brook lading up a little in the 
hollow of her hand. He thanked her 
with his eyes, which now became dim and 
glaſſy. She had a fearful preſentiment that 
his death was approaching ; eagerly ſhe 
ſought ſome place where ſhe could con- 
vey him, to render the laſt: moments of 

his life as little painful as their ſituation 
would admit of. She reached ſome trees 
that promiſed. them a little ſhelter, and 
here ſhe and her helpleſs children pre- 
pared! to paſs the night. She drew them 
r as cloſe as poſſible, preſſing her dear 
17 L 4 | George 
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George to her boſom to communicate a 


little warmth to him during the paroxyſm 
of the cold fit, which was very fevere ; 
but he ſtruggled through that, and en- 
dured three hours of violent fever. My 
poor ſiſter held him in all the agony of 


grief in her arms, till ſhe felt him ſeized 
with the convulſion of death. Nature 
: ſickened and revolted. She laid him 
gently on the graſs, when ſhe beheld the 
cruelleſt of all fights for a fond mother; 
2 beloved child gaſping. for life, unable 
to ſuſtain him, to relieve, or even afford 
the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance! There was no 
friendly hand to ſupport her, or even to 
bury her dead ſon. She knelt mournfully 
| by him, aeg of every thing, and 
ſeemingly: inſenſible of her ſituation, and 
that of the wretched ſurvivors. They 


now. began to be clamorous for food, 
which 
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which ſhe calmly told them, ſhe had not, 
for them. ( Your brother is dead,” ſhe; 
cried ;. © we all ſhall. be ſo ſoon. Pegee, 
my dear children, it is the will of Hen: 
£, ven, and we muſt ſubmir.” Poor ſouls h 
| they, underſtood not this kind of philoſo- . 
phy, but began to cry moſt bitterly with _ 
all the vociferation of children, abſalytely 
ſtarving, not conſidering chat their crigs 
did no manner of good. | 
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HAPPILY, N Fas them, an an 
Indian chief by mere accident paſſed 
near enough to their woful, habiration, ˖0 
diſcern ſeveral perſons lying on the ground 
I as if dying or dead. He was out ona 
| ſhooting party, and had wandered many 
: miles from his nativ e woods, and left his 
aba by Ls com- 
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companions at a great - diſtance. Moſt 
providentially he had a bottle of rum with 
him, and. a ſmall quantity of proviſion. 
There needed not words to inform the 
gentle- minded Indian of the outline of 

the ſtory: as few were neceſſary on his 
fide. He preſented his bottle and food, 
which they each partook. of, and then 
delivering the wampum into her hand, Be 
ook up the talk, I aſk not, faid he, 

what country you are of. Whether 

« you belong to our brother on the other 


« fide the lake; or whether you are an 
t enemy to us and to him. I ſee you are 
4c in diſtreſs; that is country enough for 
et an Indian to pour the balm of conſo- 
ba lation into the wounds of adverſity. 
1 The great Spirit ſuffers his creatures to 
r be aſflicted, to teach them viſdom, and 
* to inſpire men with compaſſion one o- 

£609 8 4 « wards 
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ce. wards another. Your, child is dead; 
cc but it was the hand that formed him 
_ © who. has deprived you of the infant of 
Jour hopes. It was not the hand of 
« your enemy. I have had children; but 
ce they are no more. Their deaths are re- 
cc venged, and I am fatisfied.”. He raiſed 
the poor mourners, who were almoſt ready 
to worſhip him for bis timely aſſi ſtance ; 
and after. depoſiting the corpſe of the be- 
loved George in its original earth, he led my 
wretched ſiſter,by a nearer way than ſhe could 
have diſcovered, to a ſmall Indian village, 

where. ſhe continued, ſeveral days; being 
charitably ſuſtained by the humanity of 
theſe ſo improperly ſtyled fay ages, , bx 1 


4% 


* 


en 16005] n ni loom dt 
Here ſhe prochred, through. prom han: 
volence of her excellent friends,. a decent 
| cha. for her er dear child, who. was broughs 
L 6 from 


228 THE SCHOOL 
from the ſpot where ſhe had firſt been 
compelled to inter him, and, as near as 


ſhe could, ſhe buried him according to the 
rites of our church; erecting a ae 


T 


monument, denoting who he was. 
At her requeſt an Indian went to Boſ- 
ton to gather ſome intelligence of the fate 
of Mr. Pleydel. What a ſoſpence Was 
hers during the expedition ! and how little 
conſolation did his return afford hert It 
amounted: to no more that this ; ; that Con- 
greſs had not yet determined on his 
death, ſtill hoping they might, by threats 
and cruel treatment, induce him to come 
over to their intereſts, which would be 2 
circumſtance ſo much in their favour, as 
would encourage them to elect him the 
chief of their aſſembly: : that he fil con 


tinued his firm adherence to loyalt 
mf Li reſting, 
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of preſerving his faith inviolate to the 
beſt of kings. The worthy Indian, too; 
had been to ſome late friends of my ſiſter, 
who were not quite ſo over- run with the 
enthuſiaſm of independence as ſome were, 
and who had charity enough to commi- 
ſerate her ; ſituation, with ability to mMiti- 
gate her ſufferings in a ſmall degree, bx 
affording her a little ſupply of money, and 
clothing: all which the honeſt creature 
N _— her _ the utmoſt fidelity 
5 binding chat time addin ct 
ha wich, that ſhe: might receive in- 


bany, ſhe diſpoſed herſelf for: travelling to 


that province, together with her helpleſs 
infants.” When ſhe-made known'thegare- 


* = 


baldoo). > ſolution, 


teſting, no preſent evils or future advan- 
tage ſhould ever alter his fixed reſolution 


* « 
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e have ſren the loved partner of my life 
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ſolution, the Indian who: had firſt patro- 
nized her, and whoſe name was Logan, 
fixedchis. wm upon her, while they filled 


with tears. Where are you going,” 
ſaid he to a from a ſociety to whom 


t you arc dear? Why will you not re- 
ce main with us, who will protect you from 
« every evil ? You know not what diſtreſ 
« you may encounter, when Logan, per- 
« haps, will not be near to defend you 
from dangers. Children of ' affliction ! 
« why will you leave' this ſafe retreat? l 
have known ſorrow; yet the great Spirit 
0 has bleſt me with the power of leſſen- | 
en ing yours; I will relate to you the 
r ſufferings en man wie. Aas fel the 


* torn from my embraces, not withſtand · 


ing All che crertions, my body, en- 
; 0110 lcd ec feebled 
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ce feebled by wounds]! would permit meꝰ to 
e make in her defence. : Tes continued 
he, his eyes flaſhing fire, and lis whole 
frame agitated with trembling; yes; 1. 
ce faw her, whom I loved wich tranſport, 
ec dragged into the woods, and heard her 
« dying groans } I have ſeen my children 
«ſuffocated and conſumed in the fire of 
« my dwelling! 1 ſaw it all when 1 was 
< unable, from my bonds, to reſeue tem! 
ec Child of affliftion, thy huſband, thy 
« loved partner, though ſeparated from 
« thee, is in tiving. I aſk rhee not to 
te ſupply the place of my beloved Axtila. 
« Yet my eyes have never looked on a 
” woman fince her death, till 1 beheld | 
c thee. But thy children may ſupply + to 
. me the loſs of my own ; ant the hand 
of Logan mall defend their mother or 
evil. I will reſpect thee; and if thou 


4 J 0 * 66 canſt 
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| &:canſt not love me like thy buſband, call 
me thy brother; and Logan ſhall ſuffer 
e death before his beloved ſiſter ſhall be 
« injured: is not the = ſtill in 
te thine hand?” ꝰ·:·· ood 


ni | Matilda litened-to him with a nameleſs. 
terror. Though ſhe had the higheſt: idea 
of his honour; yet ſhe knew, and had heard 
more of the violent paſſions of the Indians, 
whether love or hatred predominated, 

2 With gratitude the, thanked, him for the 
Protection he had already afforded her, but 
__ -out 1 him che neceſſity of her im- 


— ” 7 


glove the ne wich me win] it 
Vas the advice of her Prophetic child, that 
| ;the ſhould bend her forlorg, footſteps thither 
_as ſoon as poſſible. Her ſtring of wam- 
/Þpm; ſhe. ung round her neck, and vomed | 
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never to part with fo friendly a proof of 
his zeal; and ſne ſhould never ceaſe her 
prayers to the great Spirit, to ſhower down 
comforts on his head. 57 


5 2 
* 9 89 
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« Oh! never; never!“ cried he, throw- 
ing himſelf on the ground, © no, never 
V can the wretched Logan know any 
« comfort, if he is deprived of thee! Never 
«, has the ſun 9 riſen in my boſom, 
« till ſince my eyes have feaſted on thy 
« beauty. Your checks, pale and ſtained 
Tb. with tears; have caſt an impreſſion | in my 
«heart never to be worn out. But your 
et heart dwelleth in the boſom of another. 


" Logan ſhall never attempt to draw it 
« forth. He has nn and be can 
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us She attempted to reconcile him to the 
abſolute neceſſity of their parting; which, 
however, he would not conſent to, till ſhe had 

given him leave, with two other Indians, 
to convey her in ſafety to Albany. They 
began their journey the next day after their 
converſation, which occaſioned an addition 
of grief to my poor ſiſter, for ſhe! plainly 


ſaw the agonizing conflict that paſſed in 


the mind of Logan, Dwing/ their long : 
and troubleſome march, he ſpoke but lit 


fe, and his melancholy increaſed as they 


approached the end. His face was fre- 
quently bedewed with tears, and his boſom. 
wy 15 ſighs and groans. | 


* he * pion n ako their ir dc. 
tined reſting place, he pointed out: Albany 
to her view. A gleam of j joy overſpread 
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her face, when a deep groan from her 
conductor made her turn all her attention 
towards bim. In a voice of pity and 
compaſſion, ſhe ſoothed his ſorrows, and 
beſought him to ſhare in the comfort her 
ſad heart began to taſte in the hope of be- 


ing kindly received by her dear huſband's 
friends. Oh! that I could!“ he ex- 


claimed; « but I ſhall loſe you; and 
cc _— will be nen no more. 4 178 


She b him moſt. . that his 
* would ever be dear to her: that 
his kindneſs would never be forgotten: 

that the memory of him would ſeldom be 
abſent from her thoughts. Compaſſion for 
the miſeries ſhe ſaw him daily and hourly 
ſuffer, drew this tender confeſſion from 
her. His face was illumined in à mo- 
ment with the moſt exquiſite tranſport. 
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He ſnatched her hand with an eagerneſs 


that made her ſtart, and ſtrive to diſengage 


i from his graſp. « Oh! Logan,” ſhe 
cried, ce you are bound to protect rae ! do | 


| ec not ke me repent the obligation you 


10 © have laid me under ! 155 He turned from 
her, and burſt ; into tears; nor did he walk 


near her the remainder of the day. On the 


ſucceeding they arrived at Albany; and 


Logan conducted his charge to the houſe 


of Mrs. Wellers, the aunt of Mr. Pley- 


del, who received the poor wanderers, and 


promiſed them an aſylum. - 


pgs”, * 
8 


Matilda now gave way to the gratitude 


of her diſpoſition, - and profuſely thanked 


her generous Logan for the repeated kind- 


| meſs he had ſhewn her: but ſhe could 
not diſipate the gloom that enveloped his 


countenance. She endeavoured to make 


9] 11 „„ him 
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Him ſenſible of the Get of Her | chil- 
dren, and from the neck of the youngeſt 
ſhe took a row of coral, which! is worn to 


facilitate cutting the teeth, and faſtened i ir 
by the gold locker t to his arm. He look- 


ed on it ſome. moments withour ſpeaking z 
then turning towards her, with a fearful 
ſolemnity of countenance, he ſaid, cc I 


— 


ce have brought you to a Place of fafery; 5 
0 and Logan has no more to do with life. 
ce © May the great Spirit protect you, and 
cc re-unite you to the happieſt of men! 
ce © Logan has drank of the bitter cup of. af. 
cc e flition ; ; but this is the laſt draught, 
ce Farewel 15 Saying which, he ſtruck a 


dagger i into his breaſt, and falling at ber; 


” 1 24 41 


feer, expired without a groan, e 


* 1 7 r 
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The ſuddenneſs of the blow precluded 
al ny of preventing it. And the 


a | 3 
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terror r that ſeized my Poor + ſiſter Oepriged 


14 4 


| waited the gong of this *extragedinary 

man with the utmoſt ſincerity. and grief. 
Mrs. Weller was a Kind of woman, that 
could form no idea of ſuch a romantic 


77 ** 
f1 1 


paſſion in 2 favage, and was rather ing 


doced t. to believe Matilda muſt have en- 


2 


couraged his attachment. ; She liſtened 
with great coolneſs to che accounts my 
ſiſter gave of his whole behaviour, and i in 
ort her narrow prejudices ſo diſguſted 


Matilda, that nothing but dire neceſſity 


© K+. 


could have prevailed on her to remain 


1. 


under her of. This neceſſity was the 
return of illneſs 1 in * fill greater degree 
to her dau ghter Caroline, who i in ten days 
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was no more. 
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Mrs. Wellers pow became rather 'more 
hutnanized, and lamenteil with pity the 
fitudtion 6f a helpleſs woman who was 
unable to reſiſt the brutal force of à fa. 
vage's love. Matilda was near driven to 
diſtraction at this abſurd and cruel idea, 
which Mrs. Wellers would not give up, 
ol its being impoſſible for a pretty young 
woman to have lived ſome weeks in the 
ſociety of a ſavage who loved her, with- 
out violation. It certainly behoved Ma- 
tilda to combat this ſtrange ſupicion as 
much as poſſible, merely as it lefſened 
her in the eyes of the only perſon, her- 
ſelf and children had now to depend on. 
But when the dread of ſuch an idea be- 
ing infuſed into the mind of her huſband, 
came acroſs her recollection, ſhe hardly 
knew how to ſupport herſelf, She called 
Heaven to witneſs the purity of the paſ- 

. ſion 


K * 
nn oo garner Ii IRC 
r * 


— 
_ 


2X 


— 


KR 


— 


— 4 


Et — — 


—— — — 


— 


* 


240 THE SCHOOL 
Gon Logan felt for her, and the fidelity 
ſhe had ſhewn her huſband. But ſhe had 
the mortification of ſeeing that, although ſhe 
ſilenced, ſhe could not convince the old 
lady, and had therefore every thing to 
dread ſhould Heaven grant her the life 
and ſociety of her huſband,” 
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The Calamities of Civil War continued. 


— 


AN 


M A TIL DA remained a prey to 


doubt, and almoſt deſpair, for ſome months, 


hearing various accounts of Mr. Pleydel's 
ſituation, / which ſo intirely contradicted 
each other, as to deſtroy. any ſatisfaction 
ſhe was ſometimes inclined to indulge,— 
Her diſtreſs on her huſband's impriſonment, 
and uncertainty of the iſſue of it; the 

death of her two eldeſt children, which 
the muſt. ſuppoſe : accelerated by fatigue 
and grief, together with the preſent evils 
with which ſhe ſaw. herſelf. ſurrounded, 
were enough to ſink the ſpirits of the moſt 
philoſophic mind: and add to all this, the 
. M | | kind 
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kind of pity ſhe received from Mrs. 
Wellers, and the limited protection af- 
fording but a bare ſubſiſtence for herſelf 
and children, and you will allow Matilda 
was moſt truly an object of compaſſion. 
Reſtleſs and uneaſy, ſhe would frequently 
wander many miles from home; and one 
day, full of meditation on her own me- 

lancholy fate, ſhe had zengthened her walk 
much farther than uſual, nor had ſufficient 
 recolleRtion that the ought to return till 
the found herſelf quite weary. At a diſtance 
: ſhe faw a fmall party of Indians coming to- 
| | wards her; but of them ſhe had no apprehen- 
ſion. When they approached her, ſhe learnt 
they were the inhabitants of a ſettlement 
called Tuſcarora, who are a very friendly 
tribe. She was never without beads, coral, 
feathers, and thoſe articles of finery, which 
it is common for Indians, whether ſavages, 
or 
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or civilized, to be fond of; theſe ſhe pro- 
duced, and amongſt her treaſures ſhewed 
them the ſtring of wampum, ſhe had received 


from her generous, but unfortunate protector 
Logan. It was known inſtantly by moſt of the 
aſſembly, and ſhe related the circumſtance 
of having it preſented to her by that brave 
warrior. While ſhe was attending to an 
eulogium of this chief, ſome more of the 
party came towards them; when a tall, 
meagre, pale-faced looking Indian gave a 
lond cry, and would have fallen to the 
earth, had he not been ſupported by one 
of his companions who ſaw his diſorder. 
Matilda happened to have ſome volatile 
ſalts in her pocket, which ſhe immediate- 
ly offered the fainting Indian; but judge 
: of her ſurpriſe and feelings, when, on going 
up to him, ſhe heard him exclaim, in a low 
voice © Matilda!” and then cloſed his 
| ; M2 „ 


eyes, as if his ſoul had fled in pronouncing, 


her name, Heaven inſpired her with a pre- 


| ſence of mind almoſt incredible. That the 


C1; guiſed Indian was her huſband, there need- 
ed only the well-known ſound of his voice 
to convince her. But in the midſt of her 
tranſport of joy in having found him, and 
her diſtraction, leſt he was only brought be- 

fore her eyes to ſee him breathe his laſt, ſhe 
happily recollected that every thing depend - 
ed on the prudence and caution with which 
ſhe conducted herſelf. While ſhe was buſy 
in uſing every method to recover him, ſhe 
informed the ſurrounding Indians that he 


had formerly been a domeſtic of hers, 


and the ſudden joy of having unexpectedly 


ſeen her had overcome him, and thrown him 
into a diſorder he was liable to be afflicted 


with. She intreated 0 to leave her 


with the fick man, and ſhe doubted not 
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he would ſoon recover. They all re- 
| ſpectfully ret: red to a diſtance out of Gght 
and hearing. —— ſuch politeneſs i 1s praRtiſed by 
this untaught race of beings. Matilda then 
taking the hand of her n e huſband, 
which ſhe bathed with tears, called to him 
by the moſt endearing names, and by her 
careſſes reſtored him to ſenſe and recol- 
lection. At firſt be looked a little wild, 
and demanded how 1t was poſſible they 
| ſhould have met. Oh, my adored Pley- 
ce del,” ſhe cried, every thing is poſ- 
ce ſible with the Almighty, who has thus, as 
ec reward for all our ſufferings, ordained 
60 we ſhould meet to part no more. Let us 
c not waſte the precious moments in exam- 
c ining how this bleſſing has been accom- 
* pliſhed; but let us take advantage of it 
cc to ſecure ourſelves a ſafe retreat. J. reſide 
« with your aunt Wellers at Albany# whi- 
9 * 24 ther 
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a ther I will conduct you : how will ſhe 
60 rejoice at your ſafety! Oh, I have much 


« to tell you, and your almoſt famiſhed 
« Jooks, together with your diſguiſe, too 
10 plainly inform we, I have much alſo to 


6 hear. 


All will be forgotten, he anſwered, 
e ſince I once more behold my deareſt 
« Matilda. Where are my ſweet children?“ 


Tou ſhall ſee them at our return,” ſhe 
rephed, while the tears ſtrayed down her 
check; * but take leave of the good In- 

* dians, and let us proceed to Albany.” 


This buſineſs being arranged, the lately 
met pair ſet forward for Mrs. Wellers's. A 
great deal of caution was neceſſary leſt 
| Mr. Pleydel ſhould be known, for notwith- 
Pre that town ſtill remained in the 
hands 
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hands of loyaliſts, there were too many 
diſaffected perſons in it not to fear the 


vorſt for the poor fugitive. - It was almoſt 


dark, and themſelves ſpent with fatigue, 
when they reached the houſe of Mrs. Wel- 
lers. Matilda underwent a ſevere chiding 
from the old lady, whole rempe T, rather 
iraſcible at all times, was not much 


ſweetened by being told her niece had 


brought a ſick Indian home with her. Her 
partiality for Indians was expatiated on in 


terms by no means pleaſing; but ſhe bore 


it with great patience, letting her aunt 
proceed till ſhe was pretty well tired, and 
then ventured to aſſure her, the Indian 
ſhe preſumed to bring into her houſe was 


not ſo much on the ſcore of charity, which 


perhaps, as herſelf and children were ob- 
jects of that virtue, ſhe had no right to 
exerciſe it on another, how much ſoever her 

M4 heart 
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heart was inclined to it; but that ſhe was 
well informed he had ſome intelligence to 
give them reſpecting her huſband, who 
had fortunately made his eſcape from 
the danger into which the cruel tyranny of 
Congreſs had thrown him; and, perhaps, 
this honeſt Indian could inſtruct her in the 
means of once more beholding him. 
Notwithſtanding the fingularity of Mrs. 
Wellers in many inſtances, ſhe had a great 
love for her nephew ; and but the ſha- 
dow of hope held out that ſhe ſhould once 
more ſee him, ſoftened her aſperity in a 
moment. She requeſted to ſee the mef- 
ſenger of good ridings directly, and in her 
zeal would have declared, before all her 
1 ſervants, that this Indian knew of Mr. 
; 6 54h reſidence, 8 4 that circum- 
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utmoſt danger. The prudence, however, 
of Matilda never deſerted her- on the 
moſt trying occaſions, and ſhe moderated 
the tranſports of the old lady, taking care 
that no one ſhould be either eye or ear wit- 
neſs to the conference. It was ſome time 
before Mrs. Wellers could be convinced 
that in reality it was her nephew whom ſhe 
ſaw, ſo effectually had he perſonated the 
manners] and figure of an Indian chief. 
They ſettled among themſelves that he 
ſhould ſtill continue the dreſs he had aſſum- 
ed till he could get from America, or at 
| leaſt till he had joined the royal army, 
which was now at New Vork, and to which 
place my ſiſter was extremely anxious to 
be gone for many reaſons, the moſt power- 
ful of which was, leſt Mrs. Wellers's incau- 
tious manner of ſpeaking of every thing, 
400 eos zz geen ſhould 
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| ſhould lead any one to fuſpe& who this In- 
dian was. 


. She waved her huſpand's inquiry after his 
children for that night, by telling him they 
were all in bed, putting off his wiſn to ſce 
them (though ſleeping), for fear, if any of 
them ſhould awake, they might be alarm- 

ed at the figure. of ſuch a man careſſing 
them. Neither would ſhe ſeek her own 
_ gratification by hearing his adventures, 
but left him to that repoſe ſo very neceſſary 
to recruit his health and ſtrengtin. 


The next morning ſhe went to his room, 
and prepared him for the melancholy. de- 
tail ſhe had to make, by enumerating the 
bleflings they yet enjoyed in having lived 
to meet once more, when they muſt have 

reaſonably given up all 8 of ſuch 
hap- 
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happineſs in this world. With great piety 
and philoſophy ſhe ſpoke of the allays to 
felicity, which are the natural taxes of hu- 


manity, and to which we muſt ſubmit, as 
they are inevitable. She then entered into 
a minute detail of her ſufferings, from the 
time of his apprehenſion and her expulſion, 
Not a circumſtance did ſhe omit of Logan's 
generoſity, and his growing paſſion, which 
ſhe beheld with the trueſt concern; but ſhe 
did ample juſtice to the honour of this un- 
fortunate chief's conduct towards her, and 
with tears bewailed the laſt. raſh act of 
this ext: raordinary man. 


Happily for her the mind of Mr. Pley- 
del was of the moſt liberal ſtamp; he had 
too a thorough knowledge of the ſenti- 
ments of the Indians, and that i innate prin- 


ciple of honour, which actuates and regu- 
lates 


Hates all their movements. — Logan was 
not unknown to him, either by character 
or perſon. Of ſuch a man as Logan, he 
could entertain no ſuſpicions; and he had 
too much confidence in the affection and 
| honour of his wife, to believe that in word 
- or thought ſhe ever ſwerved from either 


more than himſelf. They united their 
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tears for the loſs of their dear children, 
nor did a few fall over the aſhes of the 


een Logan. 
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Logan, whom my brother-in-law re- 
membered to have made a ſpeech to Lord 
Dunmore, that would have done honour 


to the greateſt erte pa and Chriſtian 


0 


Thats now aſk,” he ſaid, © of every white 
6e man, whether he hath ever entered the 
. | „„ cottage 
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4 cottage of Logan, when preſſed with 
« hunger, and been refuſed food? whether 
coming naked and ſhivering with cold, 
cc Logan hath not given him ſomething to 
cc cover himſelf with? During the courſe 
cc of this laſt war, ſo long and. ſo bloody, 
« Logan hath remained quietly on his 
mat, wiſhing to be the advocate of peace. 
« Yes, ſuch is my attachment to white 
6 men, that, even thoſe: of my nation, 
© when they paſſed by, pointed at me, 
« ſaying, Logan is a friend to white men. 
« I had even thoughts of living amongſt 
you; but that was before the injury L re- 
4 ceived from one of you. Laſt ſummer. 
« Colonel Creſſop maſſacred, in cool 
hy blood, and without any provocation, all 
ee the relations of Logan, without ſparing 


cc either his 1 or his children, There is 


8 . 
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* not now one drop of my blood in the veins 
& of any human creature exiſting! This 
& js what has excited my revenge. 1 have 
ce ſought it —I have killed ſeveral of your 
& people, and my hatred is appeaſed. I 


ce rejoĩce at ſeeing the proſpect of peace 
er brighten on my country, But do not 
ec jmagine my joy is inſtigated by fear. 


e Logan knows not what fear is; he will 


cc never turn his back to fave his life. But 
«alas! no one remains to mourn for Lo- 
« gan when he ſhall be no more.” 


What a beautiful, ſimple, energetic and 


| affecting ſpeech Could any one, who had 
heard him utter it, harbour a thought in- 


Jaden to the uniform character of ſuch a 


man ? How did the laſt unfortunate at of 
his 
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his life, while it ſtamped a luſtre on that 
character, both endear him, and cauſe 
them to regret, with many bitter tears, the ; 


loſs of ſo great a hero ! 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


